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 PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

 

Here it is Fall already and the goldenrod is just starting to 

bloom. Hopefully you and your bees have had a good 

summer season. All the rain and all the sun have made 

for a strong nectar flow in many areas. Please consider 

entering your Honey and Wax in the Mass Bee show at 

the Fall meeting in Sturbridge! (Meeting details provided 

in this newsletter.) 
 

A big thanks to all who stepped up and made the MBA virtual Field Night 

event possible. It was certainly a different experience having a traditional 

hands-on event done virtually.  Much appreciation to each of the nine 

beekeepers who shared their knowledge and presented.  The presentations 

are available for viewing off the Mass Bee website.  Thank you to the 

technical team (John Stanhope, John Cheetham, Katherine Carlson, and 

Kitty de Groot) for contributing all their expertise.  I look forward to having 

an in-person field event at the state apiary next summer. 
 

It has been two years since Mass Bee members have been able to meet in 

person so I am especially excited to announce that the Massachusetts 

Beekeepers Association will be co-sponsoring an in-person statewide Fall 

Meeting with the Hampden County and the Worcester County Beekeeper 

associations on Saturday October 23rd.  The meeting will be at the 

Sturbridge Host Hotel and conference  
 

~continued next page~ 
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center in Sturbridge MA.  Dr. Thomas Seeley and Dr. Jenn Tsuruda will be the keynote speakers plus Dr. Kim 

Skyrm will present the state of beekeeping in Massachusetts.  The meeting will include the annual Honey 

Show and crowning of the State Honey Queen/Honey Ambassador. As always, vendors will be attending, 

allowing you to order in advance and pick-up your order without shipping.  In addition, there will be a pre-

event sit-down dinner on Friday, October 22nd with talks by both Dr. Seeley and Dr. Tsuruda.  All are invited 

to attend. Please consider making this meeting a weekend event for you and your family.  Sturbridge is lovely 

in the Fall and is a very desirable tourist destination.  There are many hotels and motels in the area and the 

Sturbridge Hotel and Conference center is offering a special rate of $119 a night if you mention the beekeeper’s 

meeting.  Please be sure to register for the all-day meeting and Friday night dinner in advance.  Please note 

that the registration deadline is October 8th. 

 

A lot of things have been going on behind the scenes at Mass Bee. The Mass Bee Pesticide Committee has 

been busy gathering and keeping up to date all the latest information and providing valuable insights on 

potential impacts to honey bee health.  Please consider becoming involved on the committee.  Members of 

Mass Bee have also been very active this summer on outreach initiatives related to honeybees: Mel Gadd 

gave a presentation on honey bees as part of the Northeast Organic Farming Association’s (NOFA) Summer 

Conference; I was honored to be on “Under the Radar with Callie Crosley” to discuss the Massachusetts 

Pollinator Week; and, several members of MBA were part of an article in the Boston Globe on the growing 

popularity of beekeeping.  Although more behind the scenes, MBA continued to work on the pollinator 

license plate initiative focusing on working out the details on the legal aspects of the project. Stay tuned for 

advancements. 

 

Mass Bee needs a Treasurer to finish out the remaining term of Phil Gaudette (1 year).  We thank Phil for all 

the work he has contributed to Mass Bee.  If you are interested and can help Mass Bee, please let a member 

of the Board of Directors (Board) know asap. Being on the Board is a great way to give back to the 

beekeeping community and it is a great way to keep up to date on all the apiary happenings in the state. 

 

In conclusion, I look forward to seeing everyone at the Fall Meeting in October.  It will be so good to be in a 

hall full of beekeepers and hear all the bee talk.   So please share the meeting information and let everyone 

know about this wonderful educational event.   

 

 

  

Bee Well! 

    Mary Duane 

    President Massachusetts Beekeepers Association 
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MASSACHUSETTS STATE FALL MEETING
 

Hosted by:  
Worcester County Beekeepers Association 

 Hampden County Beekeepers  
Massachusetts Beekeepers Association 

 
Sturbridge Host Hotel & Conference Center 

366 Main St., Sturbridge MA 01566 
 
 
 

Please join us and professional apiarists from universities across the country to enhance our knowledge in 
beekeeping based on research they have done over the years. 

We are proud to offer the following outstanding Speakers:  

Dr. Thomas D. Seeley is the Horace White Professor in Biology at Cornell University. He is based in the 
Department of Neurobiology and Behavior, where he teaches courses on animal behavior and does 
research on the behavior and social life of honey bees. His work is summarized in three books: Honeybee 
Ecology (1985), The Wisdom of the Hive (1995), and Honeybee Democracy (2010). 

Dr. Jennifer Tsuruda is an Assistant Professor and Apiculture Extension Specialist with interests in bee 
health and management.  She has worked on associations between foraging behavior, sensory 
responsiveness, and reproductive physiology in honey bees, as well as breeding for and genetically 
mapping behavioral resistance against parasite Varroa Mites. 

Dr. Kim Skyrm is the MA State Apiarist/Chief Apiary Inspector of the MA Department of Agricultural 
Resources (MDAR) and is the current President of the Apiary Inspectors of America (AIA).  Kim is a 
scientist by training and a hobby beekeeper driven by an intense love of bees.   Kim will present the latest 
Massachusetts Beekeeping inspection statistics. 

We will also be honoring Ken Warchol on his retirement after 45 years as a Massachusetts State Apiary 
Inspector.   Ken has published his first book this year, The History of the Worcester County Beekeepers dating 
back to 1900. 

 

~continued on next page~ 

SAVE-THE-DATES
________

2-Day In-Person Conference

When:  Friday October 22
• Dinner and Speakers

Saturday, October 23
• Lunch, Speakers, Honey Show and 

Vendors
S

Speakers:   Dr. Tom Seeley (confirmed) 
Dr. Jennifer Tsuruda

And
Dr. Kim Skyrm confirmed) 

Where:  Sturbridge Host Hotel, Rt 20, 
Sturbridge MA (Please Contact the 
Sturbridge Host Hotel for room
reservation.)

REGISTRATION INFORMATION COMING SOON!

MASSACHUSETTS STATE 
FALL MEETING!

OPEN TO ALL!

Sponsored By Hampden County Beekeepers 
Association, Massachusetts Beekeepers Association, 

and Worcester County Beekeepers Association
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This will be a fun filled event! 

A honey show will be conducted by Massachusetts Beekeeping Association during the 
event, details will be made available on the massbee.org website.  All can participate. 

2021 MA State Honey Bee Queen/Ambassador will be announced. 

Door Prizes will be awarded, and you can purchase tickets to participate in the raffle. 

Don't forget to check in with the vendors for all your beekeeping supplies needs:  Better Bee, Mann Lake 
and Starhart Hollow.  Place your order in advance and pick up your order at the meeting to avoid 

shipping. 

 

 

   

 

FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER AND PRESENTATION 

• Friday October 22, 6:00 PM to 9:30 PM 

• Friday admission is $30.00 per person and includes dinner and speaker. 

• Friday night dinner buffet will include a selection of appetizers, entrée selections, 
dessert and coffee or tea. 

SATURDAY CONFERENCE 

• Saturday October 23, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

• Saturday admission is $20.00 per person and includes lunch and speakers. 

• Saturday lunch buffet will include a selection of appetizers, sandwiches, chips and 
dessert. 

Stay overnight for a special beekeeper price of $119.00 (if booked in advance). Reservations can be made 
directly with the Sturbridge Host. 

We are excited about this event and hope you will attend! 

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED 

Credit card payments are accepted online HERE 

Check payments can be mailed 

OCTOBER CONFERENCE MAIL-IN REGISTRATION.pdf 
 

REGISTRATION MUST BE RECEIVED BY 
OCTOBER 8, 2021 

 

SAVE-THE-DATES
________

2-Day In-Person Conference

When:  Friday October 22
• Dinner and Speakers

Saturday, October 23
• Lunch, Speakers, Honey Show and 

Vendors
S

Speakers:   Dr. Tom Seeley (confirmed) 
Dr. Jennifer Tsuruda

And
Dr. Kim Skyrm confirmed) 

Where:  Sturbridge Host Hotel, Rt 20, 
Sturbridge MA (Please Contact the 
Sturbridge Host Hotel for room
reservation.)

REGISTRATION INFORMATION COMING SOON!

MASSACHUSETTS STATE 
FALL MEETING!

OPEN TO ALL!

Sponsored By Hampden County Beekeepers 
Association, Massachusetts Beekeepers Association, 

and Worcester County Beekeepers Association

 

   

 

https://www.massbee.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Mass-Bee-Honey-Show-Rules.pdf
https://sturbridgehosthotel.com/
https://wcbamembers.wildapricot.org/event-4430641
https://wcbamembers.wildapricot.org/resources/OCTOBER%20CONFERENCE%20MAIL%20IN%20REGISTRATION.pdf
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As many of you are aware, the Pesticide Board enacted regulations at their March 1st meeting that implemented 

restrictions on the use of neonicotinoid pesticides that are consistent with H.896 - An Act to protect 

Massachusetts pollinators. This action was the culmination of a six-year effort by Representative Carolyn 

Dykema on behalf of beekeepers and pollinators. The following list of two-year legislative sessions in which she 

filed her legislation represents a partial testament to the tenacity with which she fought this battle on our behalf. 
 

• 189th (2015 - 2016) - H.4187 - An Act protecting Massachusetts pollinators 

• 190th (2017 - 2018) - H.2113 - An Act protecting Massachusetts pollinators 

• 191st (2019 - 2020) - H.763 - An Act protecting Massachusetts pollinators 

• 192nd (2021 - 2022) - H.896 - An Act to protect Massachusetts pollinators 
 

Earlier this year Representative Dykema was appointed as House Chair of the Joint Committee on Environment, 

Natural Resources and Agriculture (ENRA), a post that puts her in a key position to have an even greater impact 

on an even wider scope of environmental issues. Thank you Representative Dykema for your leadership and 

advocacy. We are grateful for what you have accomplished and for what you are positioned to accomplish going 

forward. 
 

The table below is a compilation of an extensive body of legislation affecting pollinators that was filed in the new 

session. Some of the legislation was re-filed from previous sessions and you will notice that there are identical 

House and Senate companion versions of some of the bills. This is common when there is overwhelming support 

in both chambers for legislation. It illustrates a growing awareness by the legislature of the need to protect 

pollinators. 
 

The Mass Bee Pesticide Committee is currently in the process of reviewing this legislation to prioritize the bills 

strategically in terms of which ones are the most critical to protecting pollinators. These are all good bills that the 

sponsors worked hard to craft. While we can and should support all or most of them, we must identify several that 

we can focus on getting passed. 
 

Of the bills listed below, HD.3583 - An Act An act relative to the pesticide board and the pair of companion 

bills, H.937 and S.556, which are both titled “An Act providing for the public health by establishing an 

ecologically based mosquito management program in the Commonwealth” are of particular interest to the 

Pesticide Committee. 
 

HD.3583 would transfer control of the Pesticide Board from the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural 

Resources (MDAR) to the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) and, in 

theory, eliminate conflicts of interest that favor agricultural interests over environmental concerns. This legislation 

has not received a formal bill number yet because its language is still in the process of being drafted by House 

Counsel. 
 

H.937 and S.556 seek to achieve a balance between the need to mitigate mosquito born illnesses and 

environmental concerns. They also seek to create greater transparency in the process that implements mosquito 

spraying initiatives and give local governments greater flexibility and authority to opt out of spraying. 
 

Worcester County Beekeepers Association member Mary Keefe’s bill, H.956 - An Act to protect pollinator 

habitat is also extremely worthy legislation that she has filed over the past several legislative sessions. 

 
~continued on next page~ 

By Cliff Youse, Plymouth County Beekeepers Association 

 

https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/H896
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/H896
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/189/H4187
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/190/H2113
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H763
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/H896
https://malegislature.gov/Committees/Detail/J21/191
https://malegislature.gov/Committees/Detail/J21/191
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/HD3583
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/H937
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/S556
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/HD3583
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/massachusetts-department-of-agricultural-resources
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/massachusetts-department-of-agricultural-resources
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/massachusetts-department-of-environmental-protection
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/H937
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/S556
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/H956
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/H956
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Bill/Docket 

Number 

Bill Title Sponsor 

HD.3583 An Act An act relative to the pesticide board Mindy Domb 

H.896 An Act to protect Massachusetts pollinators Carolyn C. Dykema  

H.905 An Act establishing the municipal reforestation program Lori A. Ehrlich 

H.910 An Act empowering towns and cities to protect residents 

and the environment from harmful pesticides 

Dylan A. Fernandes  

H.937 An Act providing for the public health by establishing an 

ecologically based mosquito management program in the 

Commonwealth 

Tami L. Gouveia 

H.956 An Act to protect pollinator habitat Mary S. Keefe 

H.967 An Act relative to food justice with jobs Adrian C. Madaro 

SD.2545 An Act empowering towns and cities to protect residents 

and the environment from harmful pesticides 

Susan L. Moran  

S.495 An Act relative to food justice with jobs Joseph A. Boncore 

S.504 An Act establishing the municipal reforestation program Cynthia Stone Creem 

S.522 An Act relative to banning Chlorpyrifos in the 

Commonwealth 

Diana DiZoglio 

S.528 An Act protecting pollinators by eliminating harmful 

products 

James B. Eldridge 

S.522 An Act relative to banning Chlorpyrifos in the 

Commonwealth 

Diana DiZoglio 

S.533 An Act to promote economic opportunities for cottage 

food entrepreneurs 

Ryan C. Fattman 

S.555  An Act providing for protections from chemical 

protections from pesticide chemical trespass in the 

Commonwealth 

Adam G. Hinds 

S.556 An Act providing for the public health by establishing an 

ecologically based mosquito management program in the 

Commonwealth 

Adam G. Hinds 

S.573 Resolve to protect pollinator habitat Jason M. Lewis 

S.574 An Act relative to the use of glyphosate on public lands Jason M. Lewis 

S.1387 An Act restricting toxic PFAS chemicals in consumer 

products to protect our health 

Joanne M. 

Comerford 

 

 

 

https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/HD3583
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/M_D2/192
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/H896
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/CCD1
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/H905
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/LAE1
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/H910
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/DAF1
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/H937
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/TLG1
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/H956
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/MSK1
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/H967
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/ACM1
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/SD2545
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/SLM0
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/S495
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/JAB0
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/S504
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/CSC0
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/S522
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/D_D0
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/S528
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/JBE0
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/S522
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/D_D0
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/S533
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/RCF0
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/S555
https://malegislature.gov/legislators/profile/agh0
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/S556
https://malegislature.gov/legislators/profile/agh0
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/S573
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/jml0
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/S574
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/jml0
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/S1387
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/JMC0
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/JMC0
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Why I Don’t Keep Honey Bees 
Any More 
Mark Hanson, Concord, MA 

 

I started beekeeping in 1968 with a friend in Springfield,  
Vermont.  My friend asked me to install the package when it  
arrived.  
 
I built up my backyard apiary to four hives which did well in  
Stow.  In 1983 we moved to the Marshall Islands for four  
years so I moved my hives to the property a fellow  
Stow beekeeper.  The bees did fine there and when we  
returned in 1987 I moved the hives to our current home near the  
Sudbury River in Concord, MA.  
 
There is excellent bee forage along the river from wild flowers,  
button bush, etc. Our four hives thrived.  In the 1990s as Varroa  
mites eliminated many feral honey bee colonies, our hives  
did okay.  I over-wintered each hive with 70+ pounds of  
honey, and pollen.  Most years our 4 hives produced about  
200 pounds of surplus honey.  One year we harvested 350 pounds.   
 
Since 2009, coincident with the introduction of imidacloprid and other neonicotinoid pesticides, 
our hives did not over-winter well, or they died out before spring. In 2010, the last year we had a 
surplus, our hives yielded 50 pounds. The weather was perfect, but instead of thriving, our hives 
declined. The following winter, the decline continued, more than once queens failed in late winter, 
so the hive failed to build-up.  Varroa was under control, but the bees lacked vigor.  It was hard to 
watch.  
 
In 2012 I read the article by Ken Warchol, Richard Callahan and Dr. Alex Lu, “In Situ 
Replication of Colony Collapse Disorder”.  In this article the authors investigated the role of 
imidacloprid, one of the neonicotinoid insecticides, in the emergence of CCD.  Imidacloprid, and 
other neonicotinoid insecticides toxicity impairs foraging ability or triggering other neuro-
behavioral problems (e.g., failure to return to the hive) in honey bees at sub-lethal doses. When 
bees go out to forage for nectar and pollen, and enough do not return to the hive, it can result in 
reduced supplies of critical nutrients in the hive, and even more importantly loss of worker bees.  
If there aren’t enough workers, the brood nest shrinks, the hive dwindles, and the downward 
spiral begins.  This article described exactly what I was observing in the loss of my hives.   
 
As a result of reading this article, I checked with the 160-acre golf course and nearby farms 
 

~continued on next page~ 
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and found that they all use neonicotinoids.  Imidacloprid, one of the neonics, may also be used 
by lawn services, individual homeowners, tree and landscape services and farms. Most 
European countries ban this class of insecticides. Some products containing Imidacloprid 
include: Admire, Advantage, Confidor, Conguard, Gaucho, Hachikusan, Intercept, Kohinor, 
Mallet, Maxforce Quantum, Merit, Nuprid, Optrol, Premise, Prothor, Provado, Turfthor, Temprid 
(Bayer), Winner, Xytect and Rammida. 
 
I also surveyed Concord beekeepers and found that since neonics began being used, the new 
norm is for 60-80% of hives to dwindle in late winter and die sometime between January and 
March.   
 
So, after four years of watching my bees dwindle and die, I decided to stop keeping bees. 
 
Although I no longer keep bees, I remain interested in and concerned about bees and have 
joined the Mass Bee Pesticide Committee trying to help support passage of legislation to limit 
the use of pesticides including Imidacloprid.  Legislation of note include: 

• S 528 “An Act to Protect Pollinators by Eliminating Harmful Products.” Sponsored by James Eldridge. 
This bill will ban neonicotinoid pesticides (Neonic) use in Massachusetts.  

• H 896 “An Act to Protect MA Pollinators”. Sponsored by Rep. Carolyn Dykema. This act would restrict 
the use of Neonics to licensed pesticide applicators. Much of the benefits of this bill were realized 
when the Pesticide Board restricted use of Neonics to licensed applicators by regulation largely 
avoiding the need for the pending law. Neonics will no longer be sold to unlicensed persons in MA 
starting in 2022.  

• Senator Domb has just filed an act to move the regulation of pesticides in Massachusetts from MDAR 
(Agriculture) to Environmental Affairs. This would correct both a conflict of mission and a conflict of 
interest for MADAR whose agricultural constituency is largely dependent upon and profits from the 
use and misuse of pesticides.  

If you are interested in supporting these initiatives and/or helping Mass Bee keep up to date on 
impacts of pesticides on honey bees, please contact the Mass Bee Pesticide Committee. 

 

What else can we do to help bees?  Use safe alternatives for controlling pests without 
neonicotinoids.  Provide pesticide-free plants and habitat for pollinators.  Before you use any 
insecticide evaluate if it is necessary – Is the damage already done? Will treating improve the 
health of the plant? Is the damage cosmetic?  If you determine that an insecticide is necessary, 
consider using least toxic options first, like soap or oil-based insecticides. 

 

Mark Hanson is a hobby beekeeper who has kept bees in 
Springfield, Vermont, and Stow and Concord Massachusetts. He 

lives in Concord and is past member of the Worcester and 
Middlesex County Beekeepers Associations and is a member of 

Massachusetts Beekeepers Association where he is a member of 
the Pesticide Committee. 
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My Honeybees are Feeling the Heat and Rain 
By Dan Conlon, Warm Colors Apiary 

 
As I look out at my home bee yard on this August morning, I prepare for  
another hot, humid day. We set a record for rainfall in July over 18 inches  
for the month and this begins our third (maybe fourth) heatwave this summer.  
 
Working bees in this weather is uncomfortable and limits how long I can  
endure the steamy conditions. We start early while some coolness remains but by noon, we 
start looking for shade and take frequent breaks. Although I like to start my day in a t-shirt, my 
bees’ temperament in these conditions force me to wear a jacket before mid-morning. I spend 
time thinking about the impact this weather has on honeybees, and how it affects what we can 
do as beekeepers. 
 
Heat and rain are not normally a concern in New England. We get cloudbursts for a day or two, 
and the same is true for those occasional 90F+ humid days. Honeybees can handle extremes 
masterfully for the short runs. They raise or lower temperatures in the hive and wait a few days 
for better foraging conditions. Extended periods of heat, rain and humidity can deprive the 
bees of the tools they use to control hive conditions. Heat stress can kill brood and stop the 
colony from ripening nectar into honey. During extreme weather the workers can no longer 
regulate the internal temperature of the hive.  
 
Too much rain creates poor foraging conditions. Bees do not fly, it washes out pollen, and 
dilutes the sugar concentration in nectar plants. For example, clovers store sugar in its foliage, 
and release more sugar in the nectar during slow growth periods. Rain increases plant growth 
releasing less sugar to the blossoms. This combined scenario limits foraging hours, while 
requiring more trips collecting low sugar nectar that requires additional energy to ripen in the 
hive. Moisture reduction of nectar to below 15-18% is essential to preserve and ripen it into 
honey. Lower sugar content requires additional moisture reduction. 
 
Humidity above 70% is oppressive in 85-95F weather. Not just for the beekeeper, but for our 
bees. You see it when they hang on the front of the hive, with little  
foraging being done, mostly collecting water. Honeybees fly at  
57F – 101F range. Activity slows at either end of that range. Like me  
they can get irritable. Bees like the same weather that is comfortable  
for humans.  
 
Most of the bee literature describes ideal temperature of the brood  
nest as 95F +/- 2 degrees. The workers can control heat and cold  
extremely well most of the season. Too cold they tighten their cluster  
and the workers inside the cluster shiver their wing muscles to create  
heat. When temperatures heat up the workers line up and fan air through the hive, and if 
needed they will place droplets of water along the fanning route cooling the surface with  
 

~continued on next page~ 
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evaporation. This is “thermoregulation” and honeybees are efficient at keeping temperatures 
within the ideal range for brood rearing and honey ripening. 

 
The hive interior is kept drier than the outside humidity allowing the bees to evaporate water 
droplets for cooling. They also use evaporation to remove excess moisture from nectar to 
produce honey. So long as the hive interior’s relative humidity is drier than the outside air this 
works beautifully. High heat and humidity for a few days does not disrupt this activity, but what 
about five days, or more, of an extended heat wave combined with high humidity. No drying 
out periods between rainfall or cooling off at night can eventually raise the humidity inside the 
hive to make the swamp cooler effect useless. The only option left is to have all workers move 
to the outside of the hive to reduce any body heat they might add to  
the overheating problem. This also puts the brood in jeopardy as it is  
being neglected. High heat for too long and the brood will die. 
 
One disclaimer is that I only use Russian bees and they do have some  
unique behaviors when heat stressed or coping with an extended dearth  
of nectar. I think other bees share these responses, but the Russians  
appear more sensitive to environmental changes. The Queens will back  
off on egg laying, sometimes shutting down completely for days or a  
week. I see this when most bees are bearded on the outside of the hive.  
You open the top and find very few workers attending to the brood. Further  
inspection will show little or no open brood, indicating the Queen has  
stopped laying. The workers often suspend nectar gathering, because these same conditions 
stress plants and slow or stop nectar production.  
 
In July we often see a dearth in western Massachusetts that can also contribute to the 
interruption of brood rearing. Under extreme heat stress workers will remove brood they 
cannot care for, or when it has been neglected too long. Larva is not fed, and capped brood 
has overheated. In this situation you will find pupa dumped in front of the colony as the bees 
remove dead brood. Eggs and larva are also cannibalized by the workers. They waste no 
resources during a dearth.  
 
If nectar is still coming in the bees will backfill open cells in the brood nest. This can leave the 
beekeeper scratching their head wondering what happened to the beautiful brood pattern the 
Queen had been laying. The bees will eventually ripen the nectar and move it into the honey 
storage areas, around the peripheral of the brood nest. The Queen will lay eggs in cells as they 
are cleaned out of nectar. Some capped brood has not yet emerged, and you have a frame 
with different aged brood looking a bit seedy. The result is different stages of development 
within the same frame resembling a diseased or shotgun pattern. By the time goldenrod 
blooms this will return to its nice pattern so do not judge the Queen too harshly. 
 
Heat and humidity can severely limit the growth and nutrition of the colony. I do not think this 
happens every year, nor does it happen with shorter durations of extreme temps and moisture. 
 

~continued on next page~ 

 
 

Photo by Eliza Beth, 

Member of Plymouth 

County Beekeepers 

Association 
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It also impairs the workers efforts to reduce moisture in nectar and ripen it into honey @17% 
moisture. I have found a few frames that have fermented due to neglect of fresh nectar – also 
an unusual occurrence. 

 

Beekeepers can help mitigate the stress by making water available, providing shade, and 
having plenty of ventilation to move air through the hive (chimney effect). Create upper 
entrances (wedge between inner cover and top box), place piece of plywood on top for shade. 
It is a good time to place an extra box on top to increase the interior space.  
 

When you do visit your bees try using some thin sugar water instead of your smoker. Smoke 
can be more an agitator in 90F heat and chases bees into the air and they get stingy. I 
recommend you leave your bees alone during the July dearth and wait for the August nectar to 
start. Bees settle down when foraging. If you must work your bees in the heat, start early, suit 
up, and drink plenty of liquids. Poor air quality and high heat are bad for the bees and the 
beekeeper. 
 

I have also noticed a few pluses during this period of heat & humidity. First, high heat will kill 
mites and we are seeing very few in our samples for this time of season. Last year we had 
higher mite levels with the drought conditions. I cannot say drought caused higher mite levels 
in 2020, but several studies do indicate mites do poorly in the higher heat, that does not harm 
the bees. 
 

We have not seen hive beetles this year, leaving me to think the wet ground conditions might 
interfere with SHB pupal development. Crop growers know that several pests are greatly 
reduced if we have early rain that soak the fields – drowns the pupa stage of development. 
That is what the SHB does it pupates in the soil around the bee yard. 
 

We use five-frame nucs to start our Queen cells. Most have remained productive, and we 
remove brood regularly to keep their size manageable. It may be a new Queen thing, or that 
the nucs are easier for the bees to maintain.  
 

The rain has been a factor in getting virgin Queens mated. We generally have a two-week 
checkback time but have extended it to three. We find the Queens eventually mate and start 
laying. Hoping to see the rain stop. We have recharged the water table and Goldenrod 
produces when we have plenty of moisture five-six weeks ahead of  
bloom.  
 

The art and science of beekeeping could also be described as the 
anecdotal and overly informed of beekeeping. As difficult as beekeeping 
sometimes feels, it is the variety of new situations I must think about 
that give me pleasure as a beekeeper. Opinions are sometimes wrong, 
but each season adds to the experience and understanding improving 
the picture for next year. I remain optimistic regarding the fall nectar 
flow and health of my bees for winter. I also cross my fingers and 
throw a pinch of salt over my shoulder to make it true. 
 

 

Dan Conlon 

Warm Colors Apiary 
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  TOWN CELEBRATES BEES 
Submitted by Tom Graney 

 

In 1852 in a small Western Massachusetts town of Greenfield, Lorenzo Langstroth invented the concept of 

‘Bee Space” which is the precise gap within a hive or natural nest that bees create so that they can freely 

move about the hive.    
   
This past May in Greenfield during the 11th annual Bee Festival 

saw the unveiling of six permanent giant Bee sculptures around 

town including one in front of the Second Congregational 

Church where Reverend Langstroth served as pastor from 1843 

to 1858. 
 

The Bee Sculpture Project started back in 2016.  Massachusetts 

Beekeepers Association is the sponsor of one bee sculptures 

thanks to the financial donations from Bob Hickey, Essex, 

Plymouth, Worcester, Norfolk, and Franklin County Beekeepers 

Clubs.  The Mass Bee sponsored sculpture “Bee Assured” was 

painted by Colleen Seamon who is an active beekeeper and 

member of both Worcester and Franklin County Beekeepers 

clubs. 
 

Additional information on Lorenzo Langstroth and Greenfield Bee 

Festival can be found at www.greenfieldbeefest.org 
 

     
 

 

 

 

  

   

“Honey Glow Bee” “Celtic Bee” 

 
“Bee Assured” 

“Steampunk Bee” “Butterfly Bee” “My Name is Live” 

Tom Graney (R) with Colleen and 

Jack Seamon. 

http://www.greenfieldbeefest.org/
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   TIPS FROM THE BEE WHISPERER      

By Ken Warchol 
 
 

It will be mid-August by the time you are reading these notes on honey bee 
management in New England. August is a key month in bee management 
here in the Northeast. This is the month that we must begin to prepare our 
hives for the long winter season that begins after Thanksgiving. This 
management will evolve slowly but surely from August through 
Thanksgiving. 
 
I always look at mid-August as the beginning point. I begin to evaluate my  
queens whether they are first- or second-year queens. Do they continue to  
lay a nice full pattern of eggs? Remember that a nice brood pattern has less than 15% of empty 
cells among the capped brood cells. Keep in mind that during September and October you should 
have at least 8 frames of brood on both sides that will give you a nice strong cluster of bees in 
December that will carry you into the cold winter season until the new brood rearing starts in 
mid-January in the Northeast.  
 
Replacing the queen is a tough decision sometimes that you have to make for the good of the 
colony. The bees may often make a decision to supercede the queen in late September or October, 
but this is often too late in the season for her to get mated and you go into the winter with a drone 
layer which will cause the colony to collapse without new workers hatching in January and 
February.  It is best for you to make that call in the fall. Keep in mind that it will only be your 
September and October bees that make it to January and February when new brood rearing starts. 
Therefore, you need to keep those 8 frames open for brood rearing. Your August bees will be dead 
by the end of December.  
 
Many new beekeepers get nervous about food stores for the winter and start feeding sugar syrup 
in late August and early September causing the hive to become honey-bound leaving much less 
that then the eight frames of space needed for brood rearing. I always wait until mid-October to 
evaluate the food stores in the colony for the winter season and start my feeding the second week 
of October slowly but surely making sure that I do not close off my brood space. There is enough 
time until Thanksgiving for the bees to complete filling the top chamber with stores for the winter 
from nectar or syrup. You can also feedback the honey you may have had to spin out of a honey-
bound hive earlier in the season or from your honey supers. I tend to remove all my honey supers 
by the second week of September letting the bees store the rest of the season for themselves in the 
brood chambers. This is a delicate balance between storing and honey-bounding that you as the 
manager must watch keeping in mind the 8-brood frame rule.  
 
There is also the chance of a dearth in the late fall season when there is no nectar flow and you may 
have to start feeding early so your bees do not starve. Therefore, you must be in your hives 
regularly to evaluate this status and delicate balance. Keep in mind that the colony will need 
approximately 80 lbs of honey for the winter months. Also keep in mind that honey contains the 
nutrients that bees need to remain strong and vibrant while sugar syrup does not. My dad always  

 
~continued on next page~ 
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taught me that the bees come first.  Leave them the honey that they need. You can leave them a 
honey super on until late October and then put it above the inner cover in late October and they 
will take down what they need into the brood chambers.  
 
Aside from the queen issues and the food issues for the long winter season, Fall is when you need 
to do your varroa mite evaluation for the last time before the bees settle into their winter cluster.  I 
recommend doing an alcohol wash in August and treating with mite-away which gets under the 
brood capping killing a great percentage before they do brood damage. August or early September 
is the last chance to use temperature dependent treatments such as mite-away (formic acid) that 
get under the cappings to kill mites.  
 
Read directions on temperature parameters for treating. Keep in mind that varroa/viruses is 
probably the largest cause of overwinter kills of your colonies, Unlike down South, our bees do not 
reproduce for several months which makes wintering more difficult.  
 
You should also look for other abnormalities in the colony and act before your bees go into the 
winter cluster. I often see colonies that are stressed by large mite populations come down with 
sacbrood or EFB. Look for puncture marks in cappings, yellowish uncapped larva that may indicate 
something else is wrong and you can act before the bees settle in for the winter. You may want to 
also use Fumidil for nosema in your fall feeding. Follow directions on the label.  
 
Always keep in mind that you cannot use most treatment with honey supers except for MiteAway 
and Hopguard. The end of September is the time I do another alcohol wash on my colonies to 
determine my mite levels. If you are seeing uncapped white pupa heads that means the pupa is 
dead and you have heavy mites. Hopefully you treat before that point. I have found that as the bees 
build their winter cluster so do the mites build up since that August treatment. I have found that 
waiting until the end of October is too big of a gap and so I treat at the end of September and have 
had success. However, with cold nights and mornings you cannot use mite-away effectively so I go 
to Apivar which is a contact killer for 45 days until November 17 when there is little brood anyway 
and the Apivar contact gets most of the mites and without the larva the mites cannot breed. You 
want your bees to go into the cluster with the lowest mite count possible, so they are not on your 
adult bees sucking the life out of them. 
 
Ventilation of your hive is very crucial going into the winter cluster for your bees. Continue to 
check the underside of your inner cover for moisture and mold and if you see this then you need to 
improve hive ventilation. I tend to use popsicle sticks on the rim of my top brood chamber under 
the inner covers. The little notch on your inner cover should be down for the winter months.  
 
The entrance reducer is left with the 5-inch opening. I put the reducer in at the end of September 
and use a robber screen if I see signs of robbing. The Harvard study that I was part of from 2009-
2015 had us weigh the bee clusters at the end of November and we found that a good bee cluster 
going into the winter was between 7 1/2 and 9 pounds of bees just to give you an idea of size. I 
would recommend closing up your screen bottom board by mid-September due to cold winds that 
will affect the bee cluster due to a wind tunnel affect. Wrapping is also a decision that has pro's and  

 
~continued on next page~ 
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con's but just be sure not to overwrap that can cause moisture buildup if not done the right way. 
 
You can now see that winter preparation starts by mid-August and continues through Thanksgiving 
when the bees should be left to establish their winter cluster. Your job as the beekeeper is to help the 
bees prepare for the long winter ahead and believe me, they need you with all the challenges they 
face. You must be there for them. There is nothing more satisfying then to look at your colony on the 
first warm day and March and see your bees flying in and out with maple pollen. You say to yourself it 
was all worth it You now have put your hive safely into cluster for the winter and can take some time 
for yourself and read up on honeybees to be a better beekeeper until January starts and you go into 
mid-winter management and so until then I say stay safe and healthy. 
 
Best, Ken Warchol 
 

                

                              HIGHLIGHTS OF       

KY EAS Conference 
     August 2021 
By Michelle Carron  

 

With Covid and necessary cancellations of the last two conferences, KY was willing to host a shorter 
version of our conference to fill our need for bee knowledge and to allow Master Beekeeper candidates  
finish there testing. KY did not disappoint!  
 
This year there were two tracks, one with successive  
speakers in the same convention hall and the other  
out in the apiary with 20 hives and welcome familiar 
bee wranglers from North Carolina.  
 
Attendees came from all over and we were all happy  
to see each other - well the part we could see over  
our masks!  
 
The conference was well run, many vendors came to  
show their wares, and everyone was so friendly,  
beekeepers and Kentuckian’s alike. Even the  
honey bees were docile. Must be that southern  
hospitality we Northerners here about!  
Was well worth the trip!  

Fingers crossed for a full conference in NY 2022.  
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POLLINATOR WEEK CELEBRATED AT THE STATE APIARY 
By Mary Duane 

 
As President of Mass Bee, I had the pleasure of attending the Massachusetts Pollinator Week kick off 

celebration at the State apiary in Amherst on June 22nd.  The Commissioner of Agriculture John 

Lebeaux read the Governor’s proclamation making the week of June 22nd Pollinator week in the 

Commonwealth.  State Representative Mary Keefe from Worcester, who is the only beekeeping 

legislator, spoke about the importance of beekeeping in the state.   Chief Apiary inspector Dr. Kim 

Skyrm opening a hive to show everyone the inner workings of a beehive. 

 

 

 

 

Left to Right from top: 

 

MDAR Commissioner John Lebeaux, Mary Duane, 

State Rep Mary Keefe 

 

Commissioner Lebeaux and Mary Duane 

 

Dr Kim Skyrm opening hives as Commissioner 

Lebeaux and others look on. 

 

Commissioner Lebeaux, Dr. Skrym, Mary Duane, and 

State Rep Keefe, holding frames. 
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Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources  

Apiary Program Update  

Fall 2021  

  

   

Meet The New Seasonal Apiary Inspectors: David Saleh and Shay Willette! 

  

We are thrilled to have a David Saleh and Shay Willette join the MDAR Apiary Program Team as 
Seasonal Inspectors! They both started in July 2021 and have been busy providing support to 
beekeepers in Middlesex, Essex, Plymouth, Suffolk, and Nantucket counties. Please free to reach out 
to them directly with your questions via email: david.saleh@mass.gov; shay.willette@mass.gov.  
 

If interested in an inspection in these counties or any other county in Massachusetts, simply go online 
and submit your Inspection Request now: https://www.mass.gov/forms/mdar-apiary-inspection-
request-form.  
 

We appreciate your patience and understanding as we continue to work as a team to as many of 
these requests as possible before the end of the season.  
 

 
 

Left to right: Ken Warchol, David Saleh, Shay Willette, Kim Skyrm and Paul Tessier.  

mailto:david.saleh@mass.gov
mailto:shay.willette@mass.gov
https://www.mass.gov/forms/mdar-apiary-inspection-request-form
https://www.mass.gov/forms/mdar-apiary-inspection-request-form
https://www.mass.gov/forms/mdar-apiary-inspection-request-form
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Zoom Link: 
https://zoom.us/j/95299463401?pwd=ZGF
2bW1IOHVHR3RxQ2FHWmF5RUw3UT09

  Meeting ID: 952 9946 3401 

Passcode: 404079  
One Tap Mobile: 

+16465588656,,95299463401#,,,,*404079
# US (New York) 

 

Zoom Link: 
https://zoom.us/j/98405231501?pwd=Tko4
cXM5czhScHVUYmJGMHFPVGUxQT09  

Meeting ID: 984 0523 1501 

Passcode: 436140 

One Tap Mobile: 
+13126266799,,98405231501#,,,,*436140

# US (Chicago) 
 

https://zoom.us/j/95299463401?pwd=ZGF2bW1IOHVHR3RxQ2FHWmF5RUw3UT09
https://zoom.us/j/95299463401?pwd=ZGF2bW1IOHVHR3RxQ2FHWmF5RUw3UT09
https://zoom.us/j/98405231501?pwd=Tko4cXM5czhScHVUYmJGMHFPVGUxQT09
https://zoom.us/j/98405231501?pwd=Tko4cXM5czhScHVUYmJGMHFPVGUxQT09
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Voluntarily Register Your Apiary Now! 

 

A total of 894 beekeepers have voluntarily 
registered their apiaries with MDAR since April, 
2017 by using the new online form: 
https://www.mass.gov/forms/apiary-and-colony-
registration-form.  
Please consider taking a quick second to 
register  
your apiary today so that we can best 
communicate  
with beekeepers and investigate honey bee 
health  
issues in your area. 
 

 
 

 

  

 
What is YOUR Varroa Mite Count? 

  

When was the last time you did an alcohol 
wash to determine the mite levels in your 
hives? Need a kit? You should be doing these 
checks at least once per month during the 
active bee season and managing levels 
accordingly. To request a FREE kit from MDAR 
simply send your name, mailing address and 
quantity requested via email to 
bees@mass.gov with the subject line “Bee 
Kit”. For more information about how to 
perform an alcohol wash and manage mite 
populations in your hives, bee sure to check 
out the latest version of the Varroa Mite IPM 
Brochure: https://www.northeastipm.org/ipm-in-
action/the-ipm-toolbox/varroa-mite-ipm-four-
part-series-for-a-healthy-hive-in-2020/.  
 

 

 

 

Registered Pesticides for Honey Bee Hives 

 

The following is a list of the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and 
Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR) registered pesticide products labeled 
for use in honey bee hives for management of pests and parasites. These product registrations are  

 

 

https://www.mass.gov/forms/apiary-and-colony-registration-form
https://www.mass.gov/forms/apiary-and-colony-registration-form
mailto:bees@mass.gov
https://www.northeastipm.org/ipm-in-action/the-ipm-toolbox/varroa-mite-ipm-four-part-series-for-a-healthy-hive-in-2020/
https://www.northeastipm.org/ipm-in-action/the-ipm-toolbox/varroa-mite-ipm-four-part-series-for-a-healthy-hive-in-2020/
https://www.northeastipm.org/ipm-in-action/the-ipm-toolbox/varroa-mite-ipm-four-part-series-for-a-healthy-hive-in-2020/
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currently active and will expire on 6/30/2022. Stay up to date on current product registrations and 
label changes by visiting the Massachusetts Pesticide Product Registration Information website: 
http://www.kellysolutions.com/MA/pesticideindex.htm.  
 

These general use products can be applied to individual beekeeper owned hives. If applying to hives 
other than those owned by the beekeeper, then a pesticide license is required. Visit the following 
pesticide regulations to learn about the pesticide applicator license: 
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2017/10/30/333cmr10.pdf. 
  

PRODUCT NAME ACTIVE INGREDIENT 
EPA REGISTRATION 

NUMBER 
PEST/PARASITE 

Api-Bioxal oxalic acid dehydrate 91266-1-73291 Varroa mite 

Apiguard thymol 79671-1 Varroa mite 

Api Life Var 
menthol, eucalyptus 

oil, thymol 
73291-1 Varroa mite 

Apistan fluvalinate 2724-406-79671 Varroa mite 

Apivar amitraz 87243-1 Varroa mite 

CheckMite+ coumaphos 11556-138 
Varroa mite, Small hive 

beetle 

Formic Pro formic acid 75710-3 Varroa mite 

HopGuard 3 
potassium salts of hop 

beta acids 
82623-2 Varroa mite 

Mite Away Quick 
Strips (MAQS) 

formic acid 75710-2 Varroa mite 

B402 Certan 
Bacillus thuringiensis 

aizawai 
94413-1 Greater wax moth 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Some useful guides are: 

• Bee Nutrition Challenge: An Innovation 
Award 

• Quick Guide to reporting Pesticide 

Related Bee Kills 

• Varroa Mite Management Guide 

• Varroa Management Decision Tool 

• Best Management Practices for Bee 
Health 

 

http://www.kellysolutions.com/MA/pesticideindex.htm
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2017/10/30/333cmr10.pdf
http://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/the-bee-nutrition-challenge-an-innovation-award/
http://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/the-bee-nutrition-challenge-an-innovation-award/
http://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Quick-Guide-to-Reporting-a-Bee-Kill-Incident-Final-03062015.pdf
http://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Quick-Guide-to-Reporting-a-Bee-Kill-Incident-Final-03062015.pdf
http://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/Varroa/
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroatool/
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/hivehealthbmps/
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/hivehealthbmps/
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Join Us - Become a Member of Mass Bee! 
 

Benefits of Mass Bee membership: 

 
✓ Three Membership Meetings a Year  

o The Field Day at UMass in June.  The Field Day is a tremendous event allowing interactive, hands-
on bee demonstrations that give great confidence to attending beekeepers of all skill levels. 

o The Spring and Fall meetings.  The location of these meetings moves from County to County 
allowing all areas of the State to participate. At these meetings we strive to bring you 2 keynote 
speakers on relevant beekeeping topics. While hosted by a County, Mass Bee covers the costs of 
the event (venue, speakers fees and travel, food, etc.).  

 
✓ Legislative Support 

Monitoring and responding to issues arising both locally and Statewide. This Committee is politically active 
meeting face to face with law makers and regulators to rally for and protect Honeybees and pollinators. 
Updates on issues are presented in each Mass Bee Newsletter. 

 
 
✓ State Representation 

We speak for all beekeepers in Massachusetts and make our point of view to all the states in New England. 
We are paid memberships to all surrounding states, allowing us to keep members aware of surrounding 
States activities. 

Our hope is that you continue to support Mass Bee with your membership and also become active 

members helping to guide and implement Mass Bee activities.  Please join or renew your 

membership today.  https://www.massbee.org/membership/ 
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https://www.hbvc.org/  

It’s time to renew our Mass Bee Membership! 
 

Membership in Mass Bee is based on calendar year so if you have not renewed for 2021, please do so 

now – you don’t want to miss out on all the information and events! 

 

We are now accepting on-line applications. This makes it easy to join and keep dues and information 

up to date using a credit card.  You can also mail in your check - please see the Mass Bee website for 

information. 

https://ushoneybeehealthsurvey.info/
https://research.beeinformed.org/state_reports/
https://ag.umass.edu/resources/pollinators/research-projects-at-umass/2018-massachusetts-hobbyist-health-survey
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0269749121001445
https://beeinformed.org/citizen-science/loss-and-management-survey/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0048969720351585
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0245490
https://ag.umass.edu/resources/pollinators/varroa
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7564001/
https://ag.umass.edu/resources/pollinators/honey-bees/education/ma-bee-veterinarian-project
https://ushoneybeehealthsurvey.info/
https://research.beeinformed.org/state_reports/
https://ag.umass.edu/resources/pollinators/research-projects-at-umass/2018-massachusetts-hobbyist-health-survey
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0269749121001445
https://beeinformed.org/citizen-science/loss-and-management-survey/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0048969720351585
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0245490
https://ag.umass.edu/resources/pollinators/varroa
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7564001/
https://ag.umass.edu/resources/pollinators/honey-bees/education/ma-bee-veterinarian-project
https://www.massbee.org/membership/
https://ushoneybeehealthsurvey.info/
https://research.beeinformed.org/state_reports/
https://ag.umass.edu/resources/pollinators/research-projects-at-umass/2018-massachusetts-hobbyist-health-survey
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0269749121001445
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0048969720351585
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0245490
https://ag.umass.edu/resources/pollinators/varroa
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7564001/
https://ag.umass.edu/resources/pollinators/honey-bees/education/ma-bee-veterinarian-project
https://ushoneybeehealthsurvey.info/
https://research.beeinformed.org/state_reports/
https://ag.umass.edu/resources/pollinators/research-projects-at-umass/2018-massachusetts-hobbyist-health-survey
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0269749121001445
https://beeinformed.org/citizen-science/loss-and-management-survey/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0048969720351585
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0245490
https://ag.umass.edu/resources/pollinators/varroa
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7564001/
https://ag.umass.edu/resources/pollinators/honey-bees/education/ma-bee-veterinarian-project
https://www.massbee.org/membership
https://ushoneybeehealthsurvey.info/
https://ushoneybeehealthsurvey.info/
https://research.beeinformed.org/state_reports/
https://ag.umass.edu/resources/pollinators/research-projects-at-umass/2018-massachusetts-hobbyist-health-survey
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0269749121001445
https://beeinformed.org/citizen-science/loss-and-management-survey/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0048969720351585
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0245490
https://ag.umass.edu/resources/pollinators/varroa
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7564001/
https://ag.umass.edu/resources/pollinators/honey-bees/education/ma-bee-veterinarian-project
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Memberships are based on the calendar year and are due each January 1st. 

 

 

NAME(S): ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

          ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP TYPE:   Individual   $ 15.00 ____________   

               Family    $ 25.00 ____________   

          Organization       $ 50.00 ____________ 

 

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL #1:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL #2:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PHONE:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

  

County Beekeeping Association: _______________________________________________________ 

 

 

                 Completed applications along with payment made out to the “MBA” should be mailed to: 

MBA Memberships 

PO Box 415, Northborough, MA 01532 

 

 

     Applications may also be emailed to correspondingsecretary@massbee.org 

     

 Or fill out the form online on our web site at https://www.massbee.org/membership/  

 
 

Annual membership dues are subject to change; please check our web site for current information. 

 

Application Date:  ____________________________ 

 

Check #:  ________ Amount:  __________________ 

 

Membership Year:  ____________________________ 

 

New:  _____________ Renewal:  _________________ 

mailto:correspondingsecretary@massbee.org
https://www.massbee.org/membership/

