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President’s Message

I would like to extend my appreciation outgoing MBA President Peter
Delaney for his outstanding job in leading the MBA forward over the last four
years. He did a tremendous job in organizing and upgrading the structure of
the MBA. Through his leadership many improvements were accomplished
including updating the MBA bylaws. A big Thank you also goes to Christine
Delaney for all of her many behind the scene contributions. The MBA is
grateful to both of you for all of your efforts.
This past Fall the MBA had its first ever virtual meeting. It featured keynote
speakers Gary Reuter, Dan Conlon, and Dr David Peck. Hopefully, you
learned some tips on winterizing your hives, Russian bees, and strategies to
control your mite levels. A huge Thanks goes out to the Middlesex County
Association for organizing this meeting. They put in many hours organizing
and successfully pulling off this first ever MBA virtual event. In particular, a
special thanks to Middlesex county members Philip Thomas, John Cheetham
and Steve Bearse for sharing their technical expertise. A special thanks to
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It is an honor to write my first letter as President of the
Massachusetts Beekeepers Association. I have been a
member of the MBA for close to twenty years and I
realize the important role that it plays in the states
beekeeping community. I am a better beekeeper for all
the wonderful educational programs and people that I have met at a MBA
program. I appreciate your support and I look forward to meeting and
working with the various county beekeeping clubs.

by Mary Duane
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vendors Better Bee and Mann Lake for helping to sponsor this event. Inaddition, thank you to Kitty de Groot for putting together the event program
and Katherine Carlson for running registration.
The incoming MBA executive board looks forward to representing
Beekeeper interests and concerns across our commonwealth. The board
includes MBA President Mary Duane from Worcester County, MBA Vice
President John Cheetham from Middlesex county, MBA Corresponding
secretary Kitty de Groot from Bristol county, MBA Recording secretary
Katherine Carlson from Essex County, and MBA Treasurer Phil Gaudette
from Worcester County. Please feel free to reach out to any officer with
suggestions or to volunteer to help. We look forward to working together
with the county clubs to advance Beekeeping and protecting honeybees in
our state. We are stronger when we are unified in our efforts.
The MBA is actively working on many projects. The Eastern Apiculutural
Society (EAS) conference is scheduled to be held during the week of July
26th-31st at the University of MA Amherst and a Pollinator State License
plate proposal is being developed. Furthermore, the Legislative committee
is working on keeping the beekeeping community informed on proposed
Neonicotinoids legislation and a beekeeper has been appointed to the state
pesticide regulation committee. These are all big endeavors and involves the
commitment of many individuals. (more details in this newsletter).
I was pleased to see that many Beekeepers participated in the Apiary
Inspection Regulation hearing and the Neonicotinoid Scientific Literature
Review Public hearing this past month. As noted in the Legislative Update,
you can still submit written testimony if you weren’t able to participate.
Also, I strongly encourage you to take the time to contact your legislator to
urge the Speaker of the House to bring H 763 to the floor for a vote before
the end of the year. Please express your opinion--numbers speak volumes
to legislators and ALL the Pollinators need our help.
Spring will be here before we know it. I hope that your bees are fatten up
and ready for winter. Please Bee well and Bee safe.
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PAST-PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
Dear Mass Bee Members and current Board of Director Members,
I want to express my sincere appreciation and gratitude to all of you for allowing me to be your
President for the past four years. I greatly appreciated the camaraderie and the collaboration we had
developing the conferences and field days, as well as developing many policies during our BOD meetings
at Phil Guadette’s house. The support I experienced from everyone’s input during meetings and
brainstorming between meetings was exceptional. This is when I realized that you cannot build an
organization without the participation from all. Past MBA president Dan Conlon showed me the issues
that needed close attention. I enjoyed listening and employed some of his suggestions. I also thank Rick
Reault for allowing me to begin forming policy when I was VP under his presidency.
My first years were filled with developing and executing the traveling fall conference around the
State to different Counties. This proved to be quite successful, engaging other Counties and exposing the
local talent of the area. This has allowed me to form some great bonds with everyone I’ve met. MBA
Legislative and Pesticide committees have formed and continue to grow, allowing MBA exposure at the
State level providing a voice for all beekeepers in the State. Another challenge that I really wanted to
bring home was EAS 2021. With Mary Duane and Dan Conlon prodding me we formed the committee
and what a surprise when we met, and such great enthusiasm was shown in bringing the idea to fruition.
However, with the advent of Covid-19 in March of 2020 we experienced a directional change so stay
tuned.
My last year was quite unique with Covid-19 appearing in March. We had to cancel our conference
in Topsfield 3 days before we were to open. At that time, we thought we would be back on course by the
Field Day, however that too was cancelled. This brought the realization to light that our fall conference
would have to dive into the virtual world, and we would host the conference on Zoom. With the
tremendous support and collaboration with MCBA, Phil Thomas, John Cheetham and the Mass Bee board
of director’s the meeting was organized and executed and received many accolades from MBA members.
I’ll be seeing you at various meetings as I settle into the ex-officio position. Please say hello and
keep promoting Mass Bee as a great educational opportunity for your fellow beekeepers and friends.
Your Beekeeping Friend;

Pete Delaney
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President Massachusetts Beekeepers Association 2016-2020
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Are you artistic and creative?

DESIGN CONTEST
The Massachusetts Beekeepers Association will be developing a specialty license plate
focused on honey bees and other pollinators.
As part of that effort, the Massachusetts Beekeepers Association is in need of a
GRAPHIC DESIGN for the license plate.

Examples pollinator license plates:

The DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION is February 28, 2021.
Design submissions must follow the Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicles (MRVM)

Design Specifications:

• All Massachusetts passenger license plates have a white background, with “Massachusetts” in blue and the
registration numbers in red. These colors cannot be changed.
• Special plates have up to six characters in the registration number. The first two
characters are letters, which are displayed vertically and designate the plate series,
e.g. “CI” for the Cape & Islands plate (see example).
• 3M (MRMV contractor for design and manufacture of license plates) uses Process Color Printing technology.
Pantone color references should be provided for color matching, if necessary.
• 3M’s preferred high-resolution file formats in order of preference are: eps, ai, pdf, & psd.
• All digital images (photos, scans, etc.), must be at least 300 DPI at actual size. All fonts must be provided with
artwork or outlined within artwork.
• Design elements that are dark in color must be at least ¼ inch away from the registration number on the plate.
• When it comes to the design of license plates, simple is better!
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The winning submission will be announced at the MBA Spring Meeting and will receive a life-time membership in MBA
and a t-shirt!
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Please submit your entry to the MBA Corresponding Secretary. Any questions should be directed to this email address.
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A year ago the environmental consulting company, Industrial Economics, Inc, that was contracted by The
Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR) completed its FY2020 Budget mandated
review of scientific research about the negative impacts of neonicotinoid pesticides on pollinators and
sent MDAR a memorandum summarizing its findings. The review found that 42 of 43 impact-based
studies cite neonicotinoids as a major factor in the unsustainable losses of pollinators of which we are all
so acutely aware. It also specifically mentions that the only studies that have mixed results are industry
funded.
The Neonicotinoids Scientific Literature Review Public Hearing that was originally scheduled for March
13, 2020 was rescheduled and held as a virtual public hearing via Zoom on Thursday, December 10.
Representative Dykema testified first, reviewing written testimony that she has made publicly available.
Beekeepers and concerned citizens testified next, for the most part stating that the review documents
that an overwhelming body of science and research demonstrating the catastrophic effects on pollinators
of neonicotinoid pesticides is valid and makes the case for the passage of Representative Dykema’s bill,
H.763 – An Act to protect Massachusetts pollinators. Mass Bee President Mary Duane and Mass Bee
members Dick Callahan, Mark Hanson and Representative Mary Keefe all gave compelling testimony
supporting H.763. Representatives of the Mass Flower Growers Association. and the Mass Nursery and
Landscape Association also testified in support of H.763.
The opposition consisted primarily of the President of the Farm Bureau, representatives of RISE/CropLife
America, the Mass Arborists Association and a farmer that has several hives, is a Farm Bureau member,
has a pesticide applicators license and uses neonicotinoids. This group claimed that the research reviewed
did not include a representative cross section of the possible conclusions and that the review was
therefore flawed.

~continued on next page~
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This review removed the last remaining obstacle preventing the legislative leadership from supporting
H.763. It removes any lingering doubt that the overwhelming body of science and research demonstrating
the catastrophic effects on pollinators of neonicotinoid pesticides is valid.
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Some of the supporters called for an outright ban on neonicotinoids which the opposition objected to,
citing concerns that farmers would be forced to revert to using pesticides like organophosphates that are
more dangerous than neonicotinoids are to the person applying them. However, none of this is relevant
because the review was mandated in response to H.763 which does not call for an outright ban. It calls
for neonicotinoid use to be restricted to licensed pesticide applicators only and most commercial farmers
are licensed pesticide applicators.
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The review documents that were submitted by the independent contractor can be downloaded from Text
of the Neonicotinoids Scientific Literature Review and Neonicotinoids Scientific Literature Review
Framework.

There is still time to submit written testimony!!! We need all beekeepers and citizens concerned
about pollinators to submit testimony by email to Taryn LaScola-Miner at taryn.lascola@mass.gov
before 5:00 P.M. on Thursday, December 17, 2020. Please also go to Find My Legislators so that you
can copy your state legislators on the email and request that they urge the Speaker of the House to
bring H.763 – An Act to protect Massachusetts pollinators to the floor for a vote before the end of
the year.
The testimony should state that the scientific literature review of the effects of neonicotinoids on
pollinators commissioned by the Pesticide Board Subcommittee, acting through the Department of
Agricultural Resources, under its authority pursuant to FY20GAA-2511-0100, M.G.L. c. 132B, Section 3A
clearly demonstrates that there is overwhelming scientific evidence that neonicotinoid insecticides pose
unreasonable adverse effects to the environment as well as pollinators and that H.763 – An Act to protect
Massachusetts pollinators should be passed without delay. Representative Dykema’s written testimony
is an excellent resource for formulating your testimony.
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Opinion Column

MUSINGS ABOUT ENVIRONMENTAL MESSAGING
By Richard Callahan
During 60 years of activities in environmental science and politics I’ve become irritated by
environmental groups repeatedly making mistakes that weaken their effectiveness. I strongly believe
that protecting planet earth is a critical nonprofit mission essential to the long-term survival of the
natural environment as well as capitalism and the freedom of the individual it requires. Since
individuals and industry will always politically promote their own interests, it’s important to
remember that a Statesman is a politician that stands up straight because she’s under equal pressure
from all sides. The role of environmental nonprofits is to provide and maintain this straightening
force by pressuring legislative bodies through public education. This is an extremely difficult task in a
political system increasingly run by money and a public distracted by a myriad of competing
concerns. Some repeated self- inflicted errors include:
1.

Mixed messaging:
Environmentalists repeatedly muddy their message by combining issues, and allowing industry
to combine albeit often worthy issues, into one muddy issue. The key to success is to focus laser
like on a number of clearly stated “tap root” issues in a manner that commands public
attention. A recent example of mixed messaging includes attacking the Mosquito control
program not because it treats millions of acres with an environmental antibiotic that kills all
invertebrates indiscriminately; but because it contains a trace amount of a toxic contaminant.
Remember “KIS”; “Keep it Simple”. In this case simply removing the contaminant would weaken
the argument concerning the devastation caused by the widespread use of the environmental
antibiotic. This does not mean the contaminant is not a threat; PFAS certainly are, but not
primarily through mosquito control. They should be controlled with other synthetic chemicals
as discussed below.
A second example of mixing messages is the role of viral diseases in honeybee decline as a
substitute for the role of pesticides in their decline. Both are problems in honeybees; one is
easily regulated and mitigated through pesticide research; such actions would benefit the
majority of all species. Viral pandemics, as we are experiencing, are not new and will be around
as long as life. Treating insects with antivirals is not on the horizon.

My current transference angst is the mistake of allowing “Climate Change” to dominate the
~continued on next page~
MBA NEWSLETTER

7

Issue Transference:
Allowing serious or intractable issues to sidetrack more critical and/or more easily solvable
environmental threats.
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environmental discussion to the degree of overshadowing the greater and more immediate
threat of synthetic chemicals. Climate change is real and undoubtedly a good bit of it is driven by
human activity. Economic forces driven by advances in battery and solar technology are already
mitigating this issue. The ongoing migration to electric vehicles will lower CO2 emissions by
25%. Climate’s dominance of the environmental conversation has diverted public and scientific
attention away from the larger, more immediate and less tractable environmental threat posed
by synthetic chemicals.
Assuming climate change will result in an enormous contraction of species diversity is grossly
overstated compared to the ongoing cataclysmic environmental devastation caused by our
inability to use and dispose of synthetic chemicals. The climate has been changing continuously
since the earth was formed. Ice caps have existed on the poles for a minority of the time life has
existed. The dinosaurs, now called birds, have evolved across a time span including tropical
poles as well as several ice ages. The largest number of species are found in tropical climates.
Perseverating on climate change has diverted public and scientific attention away from the
avian, amphibian, reptilian and fisheries declines caused by the decimation of the invertebrate
food web by pesticides. The oceans are polluted with plastics to the extent that the entire
biome is threatened. The key specie effected by climate change is Homo sapiens who built
major cities on shorelines vulnerable to sea rise and whose monocultural farming practic es will
be disrupted assuming the ongoing technological migration to noncarbon energy sources is
inadequate. As the climate warms, most existing species will successfully move north.
Certainly, a relatively few species trapped on mountains and islands for instance, or far
northern species such as Polar Bears are in real trouble. New species will develop in newly
warmed environments. However, while real, these problems are minor compared to the
devastation being wrought by synthetic chemicals.
Synthetic chemicals are by definition new to the biosphere. Animal and plant cells usually lack
the physiological mechanisms to cope with these poisonous and persistent chemicals. Among
the worst of these are pesticides; all of
which were designed to kill by blocking
basic physiological systems shared by
classes of multicellular organisms, in
animals most often the nervous system.
The worst synthetic chemicals are
persistent, water soluble, systemic and
are magnified in the food chain. Current
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plastics are environmentally stable and their disposal uncontrolled at a practical level. Both of
these problems can be regulated and are subject to scientific improvement through chemical
innovation. What’s lacking is the political will and research funds to provide more specific
pesticides that along with new plastics are readily degradable in the environment. The current
emphasis on climate change is diverting funds scientific energy and public attention away from
this this larger crisis.
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The proper use and disposal of synthetic chemicals is the key challenge of this century. Man’s
contribution to climate change is likely to be significantly mitigated by economics within twenty
years and in any case does not threaten the diversity of life on this planet. The continued
misuse of synthetic chemicals does.
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TIPS FROM THE BEE WHISPERER
By Ken Warchol

Keeping Your Hives Alive Through the New England winter
This is always a daunting task for beekeepers in New England even experienced ones. The tough weather
of a long cold winter is part of the reason but far from the only one. There are many other factors
causing us to lose up to 50 percent of our colonies. Hopefully all of your late fall preparations have been
nearly completed.
You should have evaluated your queen before going into the winter.
You want to have a vibrant queen going into the January brood rearing
season in order to produce young bees to carry your colony over into the
spring season. I always consider this as one of the most important tasks
going into the winter. A poor queen in the fall will not get better by spring.
You should have evaluated your pollen and honey stores going into the
winter months to ensure there is enough food to carry the colony
through the long, cold winter season. The food stores allow the bees to
produce the needed heat to hold the cluster over until the spring with
ample pollen to raise the young bees starting in January and also to feed the newly hatched bees with
honey. Many beekeepers underestimate this factor. You still have time to repair this by feeding 2:1 sugar
syrup for the next 2-3 weeks and pollen patties to supplement your natural stores. The upper chamber in
your colony should have 80 pounds of honey and 3 frames of pollen below at this point. Hopefully, you
did not see this scenario to early and had your colony honey/pollen bound too early in the season with no
room for brood. Keep in mind that September and October brood rearing require 6-7 frames that have
2/3 of open space that produce a nice cluster of young bees that carry the colony over until spring.
November feeding is ample to get that space now filled with feeding. Jar feeding is best suited for
November to December feeding as the bees can keep it warm by clustering around the neck of the jar.

~continued on next page~
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Hopefully, you have monitored your varroa mite levels in August as well as checking for any other any
other diseases and abnormalities that may take your colonies down through the winter months and

10

Hopefully, you have your entrance reducer in at this time with the 5-inch opening showing for incoming
air and ventilation for the colony in order to remove moisture buildup in the colony. The 2-inch notch in
your colony should be facing down in order to accomplish this. You should now close up your screen
bottom board so as not to create a wind tunnel up through your colony. If you still see moisture on the
underside of your inner cover then I suggest Popsicle sticks on the rim of your top brood chamber under
the inner cover. This will allow the bees to vent out the moisture. Wrapping is also something you can
consider especially windy areas. A mouse guard can be added at this time as well.

MBA NEWSLETTER
~continued from previous page~

taken the appropriate action to solve any irregularity. You thought this was easy, huh! As far as your
mite levels go, I hope your August mite monitoring was not your last one because just as your bees are
building in September and October, so are your mites. If you have not done any checks since August,
then it might be wise to treat with oxalis acid or Apivar before the bees cluster up for the winter.
Hopefully it is not too late especially if they have heavy virus levels that can take them down along with
heavy mites. With all this now being done, you can now take a short break until January. The short
break from December to January will go by quick.
Starting in January it is now important to gently open your hive and see where your cluster is. Are the
bees down low with plenty of stores or up high coming through the oval hole in the inner cover looking
for stores because they started brood rearing in December like last year or in early January and so they
are searching for food. This is when you come to their aid and provide them with a Warchol's homemade sugar/fresh pollen patty. (See recipe below or see my winter video for making one or contact
me). You will need to add a 2-inch riser under the inner cover to do this. Once you start sugar and
pollen patty you will need to continue so the bees around the brood keeping 93 degrees do not starve. I
usually check back every week as my 1/4-inch-thick and 8-inch diameter patty is consumed in one week
as the winter continues and the bee numbers skyrocket. Do not let them starve now that you have
worked so hard to get them to this point. I also take a steel hook around with me and scrape out the
dead bees, so they do not block ventilation coming into the hive. I continue this regimen through March
until the warm weather days and see the bees bringing in nectar and pollen. What an exciting time
seeing your bees alive. THEY MADE IT! They did their part and you did your part, what teamwork.
Even with all that, there is one factor to still consider. The one other factor is all the other beekeepers
around you. Did they do their part like you did or were they remiss. It is everyone's role to work as a
team to keep our bees healthy. Let's all do our part and keep all our bees alive if I can be of help, feel
free to contact me through these cold winter months Nobody ever said this was easy. Beekeeping is
very challenging and that is part of the fun and love in beekeeping. Let us all rise to the challenge. I now
say farewell and Happy Holiday. Join us at our virtual meetings in January-March and advance your
beekeeping knowledge. Best in Beekeeping.
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The Bee Whisperer,
Ken Warchol

MBA NEWSLETTER

MBA NEWSLETTER

Warchol’s Home-Made Sugar/Fresh Pollen Patty
Take granulated sugar and water until you get the consistency of a meatball. You do not
want it to be leaky. It should hold as a meatball. Place meatball on wax paper and make
an 8-inch patty 1/4 inch thick so bees can warm it for consumption. If you have your
own honey, then frost your sugar patty with a thin layer of honey that will soak into the
sugar patty The honey contains all the nutrients the bees need while the sugar patty
has none. Now if you trapped some of your own pollen from the previous season and
froze it then de-thaw and press it into the honey sugar patty. Mmm-mmm.
Now take the patty on wax paper and gently lift inner cover. Place riser on and put patty
on the frames overlapping cluster by only 4 inches so they can keep it warm. The bees
will come running saying thank you, thank you. They will leave the fake pollen patty
and go right for the real stuff. Try this yourself and you will see. The “Warchol-Patty” is
the only way to go. Note: Never use honey or pollen that you do not know the source as
it may carry disease. Pass the recipe around. I have been using it now for 12 years. Starts
early brood rearing because it puts the pollen next to the cluster. Just continue it once
started due to the broods need for pollen. I shouldn't be giving away my secrets
because everyone will be successful and what good will I be’ oh well. Enjoy try some
yourself. Mm-mmm!
Ken Warchol

EAS MA 2021 UPDATE
Keep your calendar open for the Eastern Apiculture Society (EAS)
conference and short course which is scheduled to take place this
summer during the week of July 26 – July 30th.
EAS is an international non-profit educational organization that has been educating beekeepers for over
65 years.
The hope still is that it will be an in-person event at the University of Massachusetts Amherst but if this is
not possible due to COVID-19 then it will take place virtually.
The EAS Executive Board has put in place a technology team to plan for a professional virtual conference –
if necessary. Dr. Tom Seeley, Dr. Tammy Horn-Potter, Dr. Samuel Ramsey, Dr. Heather Mattila and
Cameron Jack are just some of the outstanding speakers lined up to share their cutting -edge research.
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In addition, I would encourage you to consider supporting EAS by joining the organization today. Your
membership dues help EAS fund essential Honeybee research, and you receive a quarterly journal.
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Check out the latest updates on the EAS conference at the Eastern Apiary Society’s website at
easternapiculture.org

MBA NEWSLETTER

MBA NEWSLETTER

HISTORY OF THE
BARNSTABLE COUNTY BEEKEEPERS
By Claire Desilets
It is unfortunate most organizations do not have a historian. Without one, folks need to rely on word of
mouth or old secretary notes that may have been passed down through the decades and from
membership to learn of their beginnings.
The origins
Such is the fate of the history of the Barnstable County Beekeepers Association (BCBA) on Cape Cod.
Fortunately, a few of us remain that have been members over the last three decades. What we do know
of the origins of BCBA is that back in April of 1973, a swarm of fifteen to twenty beekeepers met as a
group. And with the continued dedication of now deceased Herbert Graham, PhD of NOAA, the club
was born. The first constitution and by-laws were established in November of 1974. With Woods Hole
Oceanographic Institute, the Marine Biological Laboratories and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration in the area, many of these scientists and researchers have been beekeepers and
members over the years.
1980s-2001
Then in 1987, the Varroa mite arrived on our shores. As with many clubs during this time, membership
waned as beekeepers decided it was too difficult to keep their bees alive. Membership numbers
dropped precipitously until the late 1990’s when a new swarm of members struck down an invading
force that attempted to take over. From this time, membership rose steadily from three to four dozen
to the current staggering number of 420 members!
Beginning in the early 1990’s, the opportunity to purchase packaged bees through the club was
organized. Due to our geographic location, a sand spit at the tail of the state completely surrounded by
water, filling a hive was a challenge. Thus, this bulk delivery annually has proved to be a well -received
benefit of membership.
In the summer of 2001, during a very hot and muggy week in July, the officers of BCBA with the help of
the MA Beekeepers’ Association sponsored the Eastern Apicultural Society’s conference at the
Massachusetts Maritime Academy in Buzzards Bay. Members planned the workshops and outside
adventures while attendees searched for fans for the dormitory rooms. All things taken into
consideration, between the enormous effort and humid weather, it was a successful event.

~continued on next page~
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Rolling ahead to 2010, a group from our board of directors wrote and received a Specialty Crop Funding
grant. This was the beginning of the BCBA queen rearing program. This grant was written to educate
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2000-present
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members as to how to replace their queens using the Miller method of queen rearing. This fell short as
the majority of the members had little interest. What did rise out of the effort was a queen rearing
initiative where three members developed their grafting skills. A member in the lower Cape grafts and
sells queen cells while two members in the upper Cape meet weekly and graft from their strong
overwintered hives. We now provide over 100 virgin queens each season to members to either requeen
or to build nucleus colonies.
In 2013, a new county jail was being built, so the club was invited
to use land and buildings on the former site for their first apiary.
Equipment was purchased and donated along with packages and
nucleus colonies to fill the hives. From here, Cape Bee was formed.
A move across the farm due to new county construction was
required in the winter of 2019; this resulted in our new apiary in
the back corner of the Cape Cod Organic Farm in Barnstable.
With the help of a local grant, the club has purchased Arnia and
BroodMinder equipment allowing members to experience the
temperature and weight changes in the hives to compare
against their own over the internet. The managing members also
participate in the annual Sentinel monitoring program of the
University of Maryland. The apiary has been available to members
for monthly hive openings and workshops until disrupted by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Realizing the benefits, BCBA applied for and received 501©3 status
in 2016. Our educational endeavors over the decades have included
a monthly newsletter and an annual Bee School. 2021 will be the
first cancellation of the annual Bee School since its inception.

MBA NEWSLETTER

Page

Perhaps considered a young organization compared with other
county clubs, BCBA has slowly grown to over 400 families from
across the Cape all in awe of this fascinating little insect!! - Claire
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The Barnstable County Beekeepers are the only organization that
owns their own building on the Barnstable County Fairgrounds. This
shed was purchased prior to 1985. Since that first shed, it has
doubled in size and has moved to a perfect location adjacent to the
gardens. Although only opened one week each year, the shed is an
important educational resource where crowds can walk through to
enjoy the educational display, buy local honey, hive products and
honey sticks and try to find the queen in the observation hive.
Except for a few hurricanes that have disrupted the fair, it has also
been an annual event without interruption until its cancellation in
2020.
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OVERVIEW 2020
MASS BEE FALL MEETING
by Kitty de Groot

We hope you did not miss the 2020 Mass Bee
virtual Fall Meeting. We had a very good
turnout, and people who registered were able to
replay the video through the end of November.
The three speakers, Gary Reuter from the
University of Minnesota, David Peck from Cornell
University, and Dan Conlon owner of Warm Color
Apiary were entertaining and provided a lot of
great information on topics ranging from
winterizing hives in cold climate, the health
benefits of propolis, varroa (history, biology,
transmission and treatment), and the Russian
bee breeding program and their mite tolerance.
Some key points are noted in the text boxes on
the next page.
During the business portion of the meeting the
new Board Members were elected: Mary Duane
for President; John Cheetham for Vice-President;
Phil Gaudette for Treasurer; Katherine Carlson
for Recording Secretary; and Kitty de Groot for
Corresponding Secretary. Following the
elections, Mary Duane presented Pete Delaney
with an award in recognition of his

service to MBA – the presentation of this
award was met with hearty virtual
applause!
Tom Graney was officially awarded his
trophy as Beekeeper of
the Year. The last order
of business was the
vote on the revisions to
the MBA bylaws which
passed unanimously.
New to the MBA
meetings, our Vendors
helped sponsor the
meeting and provided
innovative and informative information videos on
their companies and products, as well as provided
discount codes to meeting attendees.
Dr. Kim Skyrm, head of the MDAR apiary program
and Hannah Whitehead of UMass Extension also
provided information and updates. Many of the
updates and news are provided for all in their
articles presented in this newsletter. Dr. Skyrm
also noted that they are looking to hire a couple
new inspectors and information will be posted in
January.
The volunteers from Middlesex County Beekeepers
Association did an outstanding job organizing and
producing the MBA’s first ever virtual meeting!

~continued on next page~
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Warm Colors Apiary
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A Few Tips Going into Winter……
By Ed Szymanski

As winter begins, our bees should be healthy and well-fed, and we won’t have that much to do with
them for a while. Sometimes the desire to see if they’re still alive causes them more harm than good.
Try to avoid making these mistakes that could hinder your bees’ chance for survival:
•

•

•

Checking for activity on a cold day by putting an ear to the hive and knocking. In the cold,
honey bees go into a suspended state called torpor. The bees are just barely active, keeping the
cluster at the minimum temperature needed to survive, and conserving food supplies. A knock
on the side of the hive produces a “buzz” that tells you they’re alive, but it also causes them to
break their torpid state, raise the cluster temperature, and thus consume more stored food.
Splitting hive bodies to see where the cluster is. Sometimes, on a day warm enough to check or
replenish sugar patties or fondant, you notice no bees on the top frames. The hive seems quiet.
Are they dead or just clustered in the bottom box? A quick split of the hive bodies will tell you,
but it may be quite harmful to them. The cluster may be actually spanning the two boxes and
you’ll split it, causing them to lose all of their stored heat, and they may be unable to build it
back up by the time the cold of night sets in. Even if they’re fully in the bottom box, the
insulation provided by the honey frames above will be broken and valuable heat will be lost
from the cluster.
Opening the top for too long – even if you are only checking or adding to fondant stores,
opening the top of the hive can be detrimental to the cluster warmth. Try to open the top only
if temperatures are above 40 degrees, preferably in the sun. If the colony seems to on the brink
of starvation, go ahead and open it to add fondant on a colder day, but act fast – you should be
able to lift the inner cover and throw a slab of fondant on in 15 seconds (or less).

If you really want to know if your bees are alive and know where in the
hive the cluster is located, invest in an infrared camera like the FLIR One
and check on them without disturbing them. Or just keep food on top
and wait until spring to check on them.
-Ed Szymanski

FLIR
Image
by
Susan
Medyn
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2020……A Year to Remember:
By Kitty de Groot

2020 will undoubtedly be a year well documented in the history books:

SPRING
•

Early buildup of overwintered hives for second year in a row

•

Wet Spring – bees missed out on pussy willow and maple
nectar and pollen

•

COVID19

•

Announcement of EAS Coming to Massachusetts in 2021!

•

Cancellation of In-person Meetings, Schools, MDAR
apiary inspections, and Ag Day on the Hill

•

Delays in arrival of packages

•

Virtual Meetings/Learning to Zoom

•

Another strong swarm season

SUMMER
•

MBA/Franklin County Field Day Cancelled

•

EAS 2020 in Maine Cancelled

•

Start of MBA Pollinator License Plate Initiative

•

Severe Drought

•

EEE Spraying – Bristol and Plymouth Counties

FALL
•

Bulk sugar shortage

•

Snow the day before Halloween

•

Mass Bee begins use of Wild Apricot for Online
Membership and Registration

•

Record Turnout for US elections

•

Plastic honey jars shortage/backorders

•

Mass Bee First Virtual Annual Meeting and

Near 80-degree weather first week in November

•

Earthquake in Bristol County!
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Election of Mary Duane as President of MBA
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Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources
Apiary Program Update
Winter 2020

~continued on next page~
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Meeting ID: 929 0834 2266
Passcode: 087408
One Tap Mobile: +16468769923,,92908342266# US (New York)

18

Zoom Link: https://umassamherst.zoom.us/j/92908342266?pwd=Y0o4YkxMS3FNSkJDN0U5UWhFbjJQQT09
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Get to Zoomin’ Virtually in 2021 with the New England Honey Bee Update
Due to the popularity and interest from the 1,279 attendees at the 8 virtual meetings filled with a total of 16
hours of education, community and dialogue offered in 2020, we are planning to continue these Zoom sessions
with regional apiary inspectors in 2021!
To receive updates about these events and others, join the Apiary Program mailing list of currently 504
subscribers by submitting your email address using the link: https://www.mass.gov/forms/join-the-apiaryprogram-mailing-list.

Voluntarily Register Your Apiary Now!
A total of 601 beekeepers have voluntarily registered their apiaries with MDAR since April, 2017 by using the
new online form: https://www.mass.gov/forms/apiary-and-colony-registration-form. Please consider taking a
quick second to register your apiary today so that we can best communicate with beekeepers and investigate
honey bee health issues in your area.

Update Your Phone Now! NEW Apiary Program Message Line Phone Number: 508-281-6784

Do You Have a Dead-Out or Hive Death?
The Apiary Program Team will continue to offer health inspections of non-live hives through the winter months.
To minimize the risk of COVID-19, these inspections will only take place under these conditions:
• Inspections are preferred as those without beekeepers present in the apiary.
• If present during the inspection, beekeepers must wear masks and practice social distancing of at
least 6ft during the inspection. Inspections will not be performed if beekeepers are not wearing masks
or practicing social distancing!
• Beekeepers must confirm that they are currently asymptomatic or have not tested positive for COVID19 within 14 days prior to the inspection date.
• Inspections will only occur outdoors. Inspectors cannot enter dwellings to gain access to an apiary or
perform inspections.
• Inspections will not occur in gatherings of 10 or more people.

~continued on next page~
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We also encourage you to request live honey bee hive inspections NOW so that we can best plan for the
seasonal needs of beekeepers across the state.
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To schedule an inspection for these hives, please submit the electronic form:
https://www.mass.gov/forms/mdar-apiary-inspection-request-form. Inspections of live honey bee hives will
resume Spring 2021.
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Submit Samples of Your Honey Bees to the Lab!
Request FREE kits from MDAR and submit samples from your own hives. These FREE kits are easy to use by
following the provided instructions and materials. Samples are analyzed and results provided directly to the
beekeeper from the USDA-ARS Bee Research Laboratory in Beltsville, MD within a few weeks after receipt.
There is no fee to process samples so you only need to pay for postage to mail each kit. These kits are great
to use on hives that die during winter and aid in troubleshooting health issues.
Note that each kit contains materials to sample 1 hive so request multiple kits if your apiary contains multiple
hives. To request simply send your name, mailing address and quantity requested via email to
bees@mass.gov with the subject line “Bee Kits”.

~continued on next page~
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To find out more about the lab and sample prep/processing visit their website:
https://www.ars.usda.gov/northeast-area/beltsville-md-barc/beltsville-agricultural-research-center/beeresearch-laboratory/docs/bee-disease-diagnosis-service/.
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Registered Pesticides for Honey Bee Hives
The following is a list of the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Massachusetts
Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR) registered pesticide products labeled for use in honey bee hives
for management of pests and parasites. These product registrations are currently active and will expire on
6/30/2021. Stay up to date on current product registrations and label changes by visiting the Massachusetts
Pesticide Product Registration Information website: http://www.kellysolutions.com/MA/pesticideindex.htm.
These general use products can be applied to individual beekeeper owned hives. If applying to hives other
than those owned by the beekeeper, then a pesticide license is required. Visit the following pesticide
regulations to learn about the pesticide applicator license:
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2017/10/30/333cmr10.pdf.
PRODUCT NAME

ACTIVE INGREDIENT

Api-Bioxal
Apiguard

oxalic acid dehydrate
thymol
menthol, eucalyptus oil,
thymol

Api Life Var
Apistan

fluvalinate

Apivar

amitraz

CheckMite Plus

coumaphos

Formic Pro

formic acid
potassium salts of hop beta
acids
potassium salts of hop beta
acids

HopGuard II
HopGuard III

EPA REGISTRATION
NUMBER
91266-1-73291
79671-1
73291-1

PEST/PARASITE
Varroa mite
Varroa mite
Varroa mite

2724-406 & 2724-40679671
87243-1
11556-138 & 11556-13861671
75710-3

Varroa mite
Varroa mite, Small hive
beetle
Varroa mite

83623-2

Varroa mite

82623-2

Varroa mite

Varroa mite

formic acid

75710-2

Varroa mite

B402 Certan

Bacillus thuringiensis
aizawai

94413-1

Greater wax moth
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Mite Away Quick
Strips
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UMass Extension Update
We hope you are all staying healthy and safe in these challenging times. All UMass Extension staff
continue to work remotely, and there will be no in-person workshops until further notice. For more
information about the UMass Extension COVID response, click here.
Even though there are no in-person workshops, there are still a number of exciting projects that have been
happening at UMass:
1.

Keep up on the latest bee research with The Research Buzz (we’re taking a break this quarter, but
you can find past articles here).

2.

Check out our new Varroa fact sheets, as well as a new how-to video on sampling for mites using an
alcohol wash at ag.umass.edu/resources/pollinators/varroa

3.

We are creating a set of resources, protocols and training materials to help veterinarians
inspect honey bee hives. This project is a collaboration with the Cummings School of Veterinary
Medicine at Tufts University and is funded by the Massachusetts Department of Agriculture.

Our goal is to connect veterinarians to beekeepers, and beekeepers to veterinary care. This work was
motivated by the 2017 FDA regulation that requires a veterinary feed directive for the use of medically
important antibiotics, including those used to treat foulbrood in honey bees. However, we also see a larger
role for veterinarians in the effort to improve honey bee health: vets could provide science-based animal
health expertise for MA beekeepers, especially those who live far from existing resources. The immediate
goal of this project is to help veterinarians with prior beekeeping experience make the leap to
inspecting hives.
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And we need your help! We are seeking certified veterinarians who have at least two years of
beekeeping experience (backyard or commercial) and are interested in conducting honey bee
veterinary visits. You would give us feedback on materials, trainings and protocols while gaining skills to
inspect hives. If you are interested and meet the criteria, email extension educator Hannah Whitehead at
hwhitehead@umass.edu for more information.
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An Intermediate-level Bee School at Norfolk County Beekeepers Association
by Ed Szymanski

It started around May 2019. For many years I had been ranting about losses in Massachusetts being too great to
sustain hobby beekeeping. Marian and I had been through 10+ years in beekeeping. We heard and read about the
experiences of beekeepers around Massachusetts and Rhode Island, heard reports of losses and increasing loss rates
in Massachusetts, and read magazine articles by people like Randy Oliver, Meghan Milbrath and others. I wrote an
article for the NCBA newsletter entitled "Toward More Sustainable Beekeeping", so everyone could read what had
been brewing inside my head for a few years. I booked a meeting room at a local Library and sent an invitation to
the club, inviting everyone to attend a meeting to discuss a change in our ways as a community. In the email I wrote,
“I have had enough. It's time for a change. We have made changes in our own apiary practices and I know of others
whom have done the same. I would like NCBA to be the club that does something about the sustainability problem
in beekeeping. My dream is that other Associations in Massachusetts will follow suit.” The meeting was attended by
around 35 beekeepers, from NCBA’s most experienced beekeepers to some newer members. Most attendees
agreed that beekeeping needs to be more sustainable. We agreed that using local nucs and queens, higher quality
package bees, home queen rearing and nuc making are definitely desirable and most felt that winter survival rates
will improve if we adopt these practices more widely. There was much discussion about how to incorporate these
concepts into NCBA education. Many expressed the feeling that further education is key to reinforcing what was
learned and possibly forgotten in Intro Bee School. It was generally agreed that the concepts of sustainability n eed
to be taught consistently from Intro Bee School through to advanced education.
We decided that an Intermediate Bee School would be established with scheduled classes, prescribed curriculum,
etc., probably for a small fee. Marian and I agreed to take on the job of putting this together.
In July, I sent an email to the club announcing that Intermediate Bee School would begin sometime in the spring of
2020. I asked for help with planning and teaching, Marian would handle Administration. A core group met on several
occasions to discuss curriculum and implementation. We put together a syllabus and a group of teachers – Scott and
Kari Mofford, Jane Sloboda, Janice and Michael Barczys, Bob Hickey, and myself. We can’t thank these other folks
enough for their efforts in making this program happen.
In January, registration was opened up. Cost for the program would be $50, a nominal fee to cover room rentals and
class materials. Registration closed in February at 80 attendees, the limit for our meeting space.
The curriculum included the following class topics:

~continued on next page~
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The first class was scheduled for April 22, 2020 at the Norfolk, Mass. Public Library. The presentation room is
available to local non-profits at no cost. Then, in March, the COVID-19 pandemic caused all meetings to be cancelled
for a still-unknown period of time. We quickly became familiar with a video conferencing platform called Zoom, now
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• Principles of Sustainable Beekeeping /Apiary planning and record keeping
• Spring Management of Overwintered colonies /Swarming /Making nucs and splits
• Varroa Mites and their Control
• Other diseases and colony problems
• “Who’s Your Daddy” – Practical Genetics for Hobby Beekeepers • Backyard Queen Rearing
• Making Late Season Nucs for Overwintering • Advanced Beekeeping Equipment
• Winter Preparation
• Obtaining Bees – what, where, why
• Growing Herbs for Honey Bees and their keepers • Q&A Session

MBA NEWSLETTER
~continued from previous page~

a household word. We ran the first class and it seemed to work pretty well. It became apparent that this would be
the way classes would be done for a while. We opened a Zoom account for NCBA with a 300 person limit and
subscribed to a video hosting platform called Vimeo so recordings of the Zoom classes (and club meetings) could be
saved and distributed to those who had to miss a class or two. The registration income easily covered these
expenses, and these services have become a tremendous asset to the club.
The Zoom platform works well for classes, in some respects better than a live meeting. There’s less distraction, it’s
more comfortable for the presenter, and the recordings can be saved for future viewing. Participants don’t have to
drive to the meeting on a weeknight. On the downside, there’s little social interaction and for the presenter, there’s
no feedback from the audience. The presenter must get used to that.
In May, having resigned ourselves to the fact that class would be online for the foreseeable future, we opened the
class up to first year beekeepers as well. Final enrollment was 103 beekeepers. I was heartened to know that this
number of people desired, and would get, further education on keeping healthy, productive colonies.
Curious about how we were doing with the program and its intended effects, in July I asked the class, "What have
you done, using the principles in this program, to make your apiary more sustainable?" The answers I received were
truly heartwarming.
For example:
“I increased focus on creating good quality late season nucs as well as focus on increasing diversity of genetics by
introducing new queens to some of the nucs”
“I purchased a locally produced overwintered nuc from a NE queen breeder”
“I split my own hive from a strong overwintered queen to continue her blood lines”
“I've used my strong hive to create splits, rear my own queens, and maintain good genetics in my
apiary. I purchased a single package in 2018 when I began beekeeping and have split, combined, and reared. I
hope to not have to ever purchase a package again. Next year, any extra splits that I create can go towards
maintaining a healthy apiary and can also be used to support other local beekeepers. I've also gained an expanded
understanding of diseases and what actions to take to prevent and remedy maladies of the hive”
“I monitor the varroa mite population in my hives more often and systematically”
“I’ve made my apiary more sustainable by learning how/when to do splits—added 2 new hives this year. I did not
have to buy bees this year even though I had lost one over the past winter. I have also just become a better
beekeeper through taking better notes, reading more from suggested books/articles by others in the class, and
being more attentive and present with the activity going on in and around my hives, taking action when needed”
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I would like to see programs like this established in other beekeeping associations across Massachusetts and
beyond. With a dedicated group of volunteers, and an attentive, willing group of students, great strides can be made
in improving sustainability and the overall health of managed honey bee colonies. If anyone is interested in starting
a program like this, I’m happy to help – lunariafarm@outlook.com
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There were many more. It’s working! Class attendees could see the results - they are making their apiaries more
sustainable and enjoying beekeeping even more. Given that, we will continue this program into the future, always
asking attendees for feedback on how the program can be improved.
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Dan Conlon of Warm Color Apiary to present
workshop.

It’s that time again! It is your opportunity to nominate someone for

Beekeeper of the Year!
What is the nomination process and criteria for Mass Bee Beekeeper of the Year?
Criteria:
❖ A person does not have to be a Massachusetts Beekeepers Association member but must be a member
in good standing of a Massachusetts County Beekeeping organization.
❖ This is a person who has willingly provided his or her time and knowledge over the years to help, train,
and educate others in the field of beekeeping.
We are sure you know someone that meets these criteria and deserves to be
recognized. It is easy to nominate them.
Process:
❖ Nominees are submitted by the County Club president or directly to the selection committee chair.
❖ The selection committee consists of three people and is chaired by David Thayer.
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Any questions, please contact David Thayer at wolf009@hotmail.com. Thank you!
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❖ Deadline: All nominations must be submitted via email to Dave Thayer (wolf009@hotmail.com) by
December 28 th . The winner will be announced at the MBA Spring Meeting.
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WE HAVE UPGRADED OUR MEMBERSHIP SOFTWARE
It takes a significant amount of time to organize, register, and inform a membership of nearly 500 members, and since
this time is spent by volunteers, the decision was made to test out a membership software program that is easily used
by non-software people. Both EAS and Worcester County spoke highly of their use of the Wild Apricot (WA)
software, so a board decision was made over the summer to trial the software. The biggest challenge was the
integration of data stored in excel spreadsheets with the WA interface, but all this was accomplished (with the help of
Worcester County- thanks Angela!) before our fall meeting.
Today, you can take a look at your profile and see when you last paid your dues and when you receive mail from us,
you can decide to unsubscribe or not. We found that this software helped us out for the registration process for our
fall meeting, although there were a couple of hiccups that people let us know about. Hopefully these issues were
satisfactorily addressed. If anyone has any suggestions, or wants to help out, please let me know
(registrar@massbee.org.) In particular, I'm looking for a person or two who wants to make sure that the Wild Apricot
Apps (available in both IOS and android) work on a smartphone.
In the meantime, renewal notices began to be sent out on Dec. 14th, and you can verify your information
at https://massbee.wildapricot.org
Katherine Carlson

Join Us - Become a Member of Mass Bee!
Benefits of Mass Bee membership:
✓ Three Membership Meetings a Year
o The Field Day at UMass in June. The Field Day is a tremendous event allowing interactive, hands -on bee
demonstrations that give great confidence to attending beekeepers of all skill levels.
o The Spring and Fall meetings. The location of these meetings moves from County to County allowing all areas
of the State to participate. At these meetings we strive to bring you 2 keynote speakers on relevant beekeeping
topics. While hosted by a County, Mass Bee covers the costs of the event (venue, speakers fees and travel, food,
etc.).
✓ Legislative Support
Monitoring and responding to issues arising both locally and Statewide. This Committee is politically active meeting face
to face with law makers and regulators to rally for and protect Honeybees and pollinators. Updates on issues are presented
in each Mass Bee Newsletter.
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Our hope is that you continue to support Mass Bee with your membership and also become active members helping to
guide and implement Mass Bee activities. Please join or renew your membership today.
https://www.massbee.org/membership/
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✓ State Representation
We speak for all beekeepers in Massachusetts and make our point of view to all the states in New England. We are paid
memberships to all surrounding states, allowing us to keep members aware of surrounding States activities.
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Membership Application

Application Date: ____________________________
Check #: ________ Amount: __________________
Membership Year: ____________________________
New: _____________ Renewal: _________________
Memberships are based on the calendar year and are due each January 1st.

NAME(S): ___________________________________________________________________________

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP TYPE:

Individual
Family
Organization

$ 15.00 ____________
$ 25.00 ____________
$50.00 ____________

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL #1: __________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL #2: __________________________________________________________________________
PHONE: ____________________________________________________________________________
County Beekeeping Association: _______________________________________________________
Completed applications along with payment made out to the “MBA” should be mailed to:
MBA Memberships
PO BOX 415, Northborough, MA 01532
Applications may also be emailed to correspondingsecretary@massbee.org
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Annual membership dues are subject to change; please check our web site for current information.

27

Or fill out the form online on our web site at https://www.massbee.org/membership/
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