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Quarterly Newsletter of the Massachusetts Beekeepers Association 
 

Massachusetts Beekeepers Association 
Uniting beekeepers through education, advocacy and sponsorship so as to  
protect and foster honeybees and beekeeping in Massachusetts and 
beyond. 

 

        
 

President’s Message ~ Spring 2020 

The weather this winter has been somewhat fickle with plenty of warmth, 
snow then rain and some cold. Weather fluctuations stress the bees and 
they tend to use more food stores. Hopefully, you are monitoring your 
colonies and making sure they have plenty of feed. Keep a close eye on 
them and if you have any weak hives make plans to order packages or 
“Nucs” early. Let’s hope that all of your varroa mite monitoring and 
treating this past season paid off and that we will have less colony loss to 
report this upcoming season.  

The Mass Bee board of directors have been preparing for our spring 
conference on March 14th at Topsfield Fairgrounds. We are planning a 
great program and a fabulous lunch for all tastes and appetites. ECBA is 
our host county and they do a great job preparing for all conference 
attendees’ comfort. The conference particulars follow in the newsletter 
with all the necessary registration forms and deadlines. We will also have 
the Friday evening meet and greet for early arrivals and vendors at the 
Bee Building at the Fairgrounds. This casual evening is usually great fun 
and you might even learn a little from Shawn Kent who will be speaking 
about native bees. 

~continued on next page~ 
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~continued from prior page~ 

Please plan to attend and learn from our speakers. Bring along a friend. 
Beekeeper or not, there’s always plenty of information to absorb. 
Remember to place your product orders with the vendors early and they 
will bring your order with them and you’ll save on the cost of shipping.  

As always come prepared to ask plenty of questions for our speakers as 
well as other conference attendees. Again, we will ask attendees to give 
us feedback about the conference and request suggestions for future 
meetings. There will be an evaluation form and a box at the entrance of 
the hall that you can deposit your forms. See you at the conference! 
Pete  

Peter Delaney, President 
Massachusetts Beekeepers Association 

 

 

           

 
 
 

Photo by Kitty de Groot 

 
 

 
EAS is coming to the University of 

Massachusetts at Amherst next summer 
during the week of July 26-30, 2021.  It will 

be a wonderful opportunity for 
Massachusetts Beekeepers to showcase the 
latest knowledge in beekeeping in our state 

and around the country. 
 

Please share your talents and get involved 
on the EAS MA 2021 planning committee.  

Contact Mary Duane at 
vicepresident@massbee.org 

 
The Theme of EAS MA 2021 is “Past, 

Present, and Beeyond”.  Do you have an 
idea for the EAS MA logo contest?  See 

details in the adjacent flier. 
 

mailto:vicepresident@massbee.org
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DIAGNOSTIC NETWORK HELPS N.H. BEEKEEPERS 
UNDERSTAND HONEY BEE HEALTH 

 
We are lucky in Massachusetts to have an active and relatively well resourced state apiary program.  
Not all states have the same resources and have had to develop a strategy to better understand what 
was impacting the health of their honey bees. New Hampshire Beekeepers have done just that. 
 
In 2016-2017, beekeepers in New Hampshire experienced catastrophic hive losses throughout the state, 
as high as 65%.  Results from a survey conducted by the New Hampshire Beekeepers Association 
(NHBA) showed that many beekeepers do not know why their hive died.  Because of this, and due to the 
lack of trained honey bee diagnosticians at NH State agencies, the UNH Extension in conjunction with 
NHBA created the NH Honey Bee Diagnostic Network (NHHBDN).  The NHHBDN is designed to be a 
resource for beekeepers to help better understand the health of their honey bees so they can make the 
best management decisions for their apiaries. 
 
The network was first established in 2017, through a grant from the Northeast SARE Professional 
Development to focus on the growing Nosema problem in NH.  The grant focused on better 
understanding the extent Nosema is present in NH and to study the trends through seasons.  Through 
the grant, NHBA was able to establish a mail-in Nosema detection service for NH beekeepers.  To 
further support this effort, in early 2018 volunteer beekeepers scattered around the state were trained in 
diagnostic skills of honey bee diseases and equipped with a microscope to aid in the detection of 
Nosema.  
 
During its first year, the network sampled and analyzed more than 60 individual honeybee hives across 
the state looking primarily at the fungal pathogen, Nosema and the relative infection level per hive.  After 
the first year it was difficult to make inferences about statewide trends related to Nosema because 
infection level is tightly related to individual hive management and conditions of that hive.  Environmental 
conditions can play a big role in Nosema infection; this is one reason that Nosema exists in NH and not 
in southern states that do not experience a long cold winter.  The hope is that over time the sample data 
will provide clues to the factors shaping the infection levels of Nosema in apiaries. 
 
In 2019, the network has been expanded to include citizen science projects for collecting data on 
deadout observations and on monthly varroa mite testing. All of the data collected from the 3 projects 
(Deadout CSI, Mite Testing, and Nosema Testing) will be used to better understand why the hive loss in 
NH is so high.  For more information about the NHHBDN project go to https://www.nh-honeybee-
health.com/    
 
Individuals keeping bees in New Hampshire are encouraged to join the network of citizen scientists and 
beekeepers who are working together to contribute to the large-scale understanding of honey bee health 
in NH. 

 

https://www.nh-honeybee-health.com/
https://www.nh-honeybee-health.com/
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Photo by Kitty de Groot 

By Cliff Youse, Plymouth County Beekeepers Association 

In the Fall Update it was reported that the Joint Committee on Environment, Natural Resources and 
Agriculture (ENRA) reported Representative Carolyn Dykema’s bill, H.763 - An Act to protect 
Massachusetts pollinators out favorably and referred it to the House Committee on Ways and Means on 
November 18, less than a week after the hearing. We are now in the phase of the process that involves 
getting a favorable vote out of the House Committee on Ways and Means. This will require continued 
advocacy with Speaker DeLeo, Chair Michlewitz, and the members of the House Committee on Ways and 
Means. 
 
Towards that end, to convince the legislature of the veracity of the science implicating neonicotinoids in the 
unsustainable losses of pollinators, Representative Dykema supported the FY2020 Budget appropriation of 
$100,000.00 in Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR) item 2511-0100 for the department to 
“conduct a scientific review of the potential impacts of neonicotinoid insecticides on pollinators.”. The 
language also stipulated that “the subcommittee shall hold at least 1 public hearing on the findings of the 
scientific review”. 
 
In December, an environmental consulting company called Industrial Economics Inc. completed its review 
of neonic impacts and sent a memorandum summarizing its findings to MDAR. The review found that 42 
of 43 impact-based studies cite neonicotinoids as a significant factor in the unsustainable losses of 
pollinators of which we are all so acutely aware. It also specifically mentions that the only studies that have 
mixed results are industry funded. 
 
That review is now public, and the hearing has been scheduled. 
 
This will hopefully put the question of the veracity of the science implicating neonicotinoids in the demise 
of pollinators to bed once and for all and, combined with the recent news out of the EPA, will make a 
compelling case for the passage of H.763. 
 
The Neonicotinoid Scientific Literature Review Public Hearing will be held on Friday, March 13, 2020 
from 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM at the Massachusetts Division of Fish & Wildlife, 1 Rabbit Hill Road, 
Westborough, MA 01581. 
 
Such reviews in other states have provided a basis for restricting neonicotinoid use, and the Massachusetts 
study is an important factor in advancing H.763 to the floor for a vote by the House. Since this study is so 
critical to the progress of the bill it is important that as many beekeepers and concerned citizens as possible 
show up at this hearing to provide feedback and continue to support this legislation in the second year of 
the legislative session. 
 
There is also news on two of the other bills included in last fall’s hearing. H.791 - An Act relative to 
improving pesticide protections for Massachusetts schoolchildren was reported out of committee  

~continued on next page~ 
 

https://malegislature.gov/Committees/Detail/J21/191
https://malegislature.gov/Committees/Detail/J21/191
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H763
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H763
https://malegislature.gov/Committees/Detail/H34
https://malegislature.gov/Budget/FY2020/FinalBudget
https://indecon.com/
https://www.mass.gov/doc/neonics-scientific-literature-review-december-2019/download
https://www.mass.gov/event/neonics-scientific-literature-review-public-hearing-2020-03-13t140000-0400-2020-03-13t160000
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H791
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H791
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favorably and H.792 - An Act relative to the prohibition of the transfer or use of glyphosate in the 
Commonwealth has a report type of "Accompanied". The status of both bills is H, "Pending in the House Clerk's 
Office". For the status of the bill's that were assigned to ENRA go to House Committee on Ways and Means 
Bills and search for the bill with the search tool. Note that the search tool searches 2 flavors of bills, "Currently 
In Committee" and "Reported Out Of Committee" H.791 and H.792 both show up under "Reported Out Of 
Committee". 
 
Please refer to the table below for a list of the legislation that was heard last fall at the November 12 hearing. 
 

Legislation Included in the November 12 ENRA Hearing at the Statehouse 
 

Bill Bill Title Sponsor 
H.763  An Act to protect Massachusetts pollinators Carolyn C. Dykema 

H.776  An Act empowering towns and cities to protect residents and the 
environment from harmful pesticides 

Dylan A. Fernandes 

H.791  An Act relative to improving pesticide protections for 
Massachusetts schoolchildren 

Carmine Lawrence 
Gentile 

H.792  An Act relative to the prohibition of the transfer or use of 
glyphosate in the Commonwealth 

Carmine Lawrence 
Gentile 

H.818  An Act to protect pollinator habitat Mary S. Keefe 

H.837  An Act to study the feasibility of creating and implementing a 
gypsy moth spraying program 

Mathew J. Muratore 

H.850  An Act relative to mosquito control Elizabeth A. Poirier 

H.4146  An Act to upgrade hen welfare and establish uniform cage-free 
standards 

Daniel Cahill 

H.4159  An Act authorizing the town of Nantucket to supply itself and its 
inhabitants with water 

Dylan A. Fernandes 

S.432  An Act to restrict the use of pesticides around children William N. Brownsberger 

S.444  An Act relative to the pesticide board Julian Cyr 

S.447  An Act empowering towns and cities to protect residents and the 
environment from harmful pesticides 

Julian Cyr 

S.463  An Act protecting pollinators by eliminating harmful products James B. Eldridge 

S.497  Resolve to protect pollinator habitat Jason M. Lewis 

S.499  An Act relative to the use of glyphosate on public lands Jason M. Lewis 

S.531  An Act relative to pesticide applications Bruce E. Tarr 

~continued on next page~ 
 

https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H792
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H792
https://malegislature.gov/Committees/Detail/H34/191/Bills
https://malegislature.gov/Committees/Detail/H34/191/Bills
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H763
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/CCD1
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H776
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/DAF1
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H791
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/CLG1
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/CLG1
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H792
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/CLG1
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/CLG1
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H818
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/MSK1
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H837
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/MJM2
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H850
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/EAP1
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H4146
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/DFC1
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H4159
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/DAF1
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S432
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/WNB0
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S444
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/JAC0
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S447
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/JAC0
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S463
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/JBE0
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S497
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/jml0
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S499
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/jml0
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S531
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/BET0
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DRUMLIN FARM OBSERVATION HIVE: 

WHAT TO LOOK FOR DURING THE WINTER 
MONTHS 
By Mel Gadd 

 

 
 

Our Observation hive, started this past May 2019, has been doing very well over the past seven (7) 
months. We have been able to observe the Queen laying eggs and creating a substantial amount of 
brood in the hive. The bees have been extremely productive with respect to bringing in pollen and 
nectar which they have successfully converted into honey. Going into Winter there is a substantial 
amount of stored honey and pollen which will assist the bees in getting through the Winter. In 
addition, there is still a large number of worker bees within the hive as can be seen in the attached 
photographs. As a refresher, the Observation hive is four (4) frames high and two (2) frames deep at 
each level. Based upon the set-up we are able to observe the outer sides of the frames, but we are not 
able to see the inner sides of the two (2) frames at each level.  
 

~continued on next page~ 
 

 

 

    
 

~continued from previous page~ 
 
For those who are interested in learning more about the Massachusetts legislative process there are several 
useful resources available. The Audubon Society has a couple of nice flow charts on The Legislative Process 
and on the Budget Process. Mass Legal Services has a page about The Legislative Process in Massachusetts 
and there is also a downloadable document on the state legislature’s website entitled How An Idea Becomes 
A Law - Massachusetts Legislature. They also have a useful Find My Legislator tool for anyone who is 
unsure who their legislators are. 
 

https://www.massaudubon.org/content/download/6892/127302/file/MALegisProcess.pdf
https://www.massaudubon.org/content/download/6893/127306/file/MABudgetProcess.pdf
https://www.masslegalservices.org/content/legislative-process-massachusetts-0
https://malegislature.gov/Content/Documents/HowAnIdeaBecomesLaw/HowAnIdeaBecomesLaw.pdf
https://malegislature.gov/Content/Documents/HowAnIdeaBecomesLaw/HowAnIdeaBecomesLaw.pdf
https://malegislature.gov/search/findmylegislator
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Over the coming Winter months activity in the hive will substantial decrease, as it does in regular hives 
around the farm. You will start to observe a substantial decrease in the number of bees within the hive, as 
bees start to age out. As older bees die off, you may see a number of dead bees along the bottom of the 
observation hive, as well as worker bees removing the dead bees from the hive through the entry-exit at the 
top of the hive as part of their housekeeping duties. 
 
A certain number of new bees will be born based upon the amount of capped brood in the hive over the early 
Winter months. These are eggs that were more than likely laid in middle of October to the beginning of 
November, prior to the Queen stopping her laying for the Winter months. The Queen basically has stopped 
laying her eggs at this point, and hopefully will start laying again sometime in January of next year. She will 
start to lay eggs again when the temperature in the hive has been raised to approximately 90 degrees F. At 
that point you may observe cells with eggs in them at a certain point during late January, prior to their being 
capped over as the eggs develop into larva and pupae. Some of this activity may occur on the backsides of 
the frames which will not be visible to our inspection. 
 

 
 

(What is visible in these photos is honeycomb that the bees have built attached to the glass of the hive. 
Generally, the bees maintain what is called “Bee Space” which is approximately 3/8”. If the distance 

between frames or the walls of the hive is greater than this 3/8” they will fill this space with comb. The 
space between the face of the combs and the glass is greater than the 3/8” and therefore have built comb 

attached to the glass filling the space. What is interesting about this is that the bees have filled it with nectar 
and converted it into stored honey that people can see.) 

 
When the cells with pupae are ready to be capped, the worker bees will cover the cells with beeswax they 
secrete which will be slightly rounded and almost a khaki or light brown color. This is different from the 
capped honey which is generally flat, and either clear or a white color.  
 

~continued on following page~ 
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Over the course of the Winter we can observe worker bees opening some of the capped honey to allow 
them to feed themselves and their sister worker bees as well as the Queen. The workers will also then start 
to clean these cells for future use as storage for honey as well as places for the Queen to start to lay her 
eggs once she starts laying again. 
 
Due to the hives interior location in a heated space, we may see the Queen start to lay her eggs earlier then 
the mid-January to end of January time frame that we normally see occurring in hives located outside. The 
issue that this creates is the warmer the bees are the more they will eat of their stored honey. If we notice 
that the amount of stored honey starts to decrease substantially over the Winter months, you will notice 
that the feeder bottle on top of the hive has been filled with a mixture of honey water + the mushroom tea 
that I feed to our bees to help insure the health of the bees. The other major thing you may observe is that 
the bees will start to move up in the hive towards the upper frames where they will ball around the Queen 
to keep her warm and start to generate the higher temperatures she will require to lay her eggs and for the 
eggs to develop into new bees. We plan to attempt to use a temperature and humidity probe within the hive 
to try and track the changes in temperature within the hive, and plan to hang a chart within the Pollinator 
room for people to see the changes in the temperature and humidity in the hive. This data will provide us 
with a great deal of information about the health of the hive over these Winter months. 
 
 

                      
 (The pictures above show a collection of capped brood within the hive that over the 
next month you will be able to observe new bees chewing their way through the wax 

capping as they are born.) 
 
We are hopeful that the Observation hive will survive through the Winter and look forward to observing the 
hive go through is changes over these months. 
 
Beekeeper Mel 
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2020 Greenfield Bee Fest to Unveil Six Large Bee Sculptures 
Children's activities, music, art show, honey brunch, and more 

 
GREENFIELD, MA – On Saturday, May 23, starting at 9 a.m., rain or shine, this free, interactive honey 
and bee festival will welcome environmental and arts enthusiasts of all ages. Greenfield aims to lay claim 
to the moniker of BeeTownUSA!  Greenfield features a bee crosswalk painted in the heart of downtown, a 
bee-dinosaur pocket park, and now six large painted bee sidewalk sculptures.  This is the 11th year for our 
community festival and the stars of the show will feature six 5-foot fiberglass bees, painted by local artists 
and permanently installed downtown.  
 
Bee Sculptures 
To mark the continuing impact and relevance of Langstroth's modern beekeeping practices, funds were 
raised to create six large-scale fiberglass bee sculptures that were creatively painted by professional artists 
and installed throughout Greenfield's sidewalks.  A parade will visit and unveil each sculpture, meet and 
greet with the artists.  Colleen Seamon, of both Franklin County and Worcester County Bee Clubs, is one 
of the talented sculpture artists who was selected to create a bee sidewalk sculpture. 

 
Children's Activities 
Inspired by Rev. Lorenzo Langstroth, the Father of Modern Beekeeping, Greenfield Bee Fest offers; A 
Honey Bee Tea Party hosted by Mass Bee Honey Ambassador, Abbie Milewski, of Worcester County 
Beekeepers Association. Honey sampling, a variety of craft activities for children, refreshments, and a 
Pollinator Parade through Greenfield to each new bee sculpture.  Children are encouraged to come dressed 
as bees, butterflies or flowers.  
 
Activities will be held at several venues around town. Second Congregational Church, which Langstroth 
pastored during the mid-1800s, is host to public activities on the front lawn, free pollinator plants, free bag 
of bee gifts for each child while they last, and more. The annual Franklin County Beekeepers' Association 
(FCBA), Bee Space Garden Award—recognizing environmentally-friendly gardening practices—will be 
presented.  FCBA will also have a live observation hive at the event to watch real-time beehive activity. 

 
Bee Fest Around Town  
In addition to activities taking place at the church and on the Common, other venues contributing their 
unique buzz to the 11th annual Langstroth Bee Fest.  Hawkes & Reed entertainment group will cater a 

~continued on next page~ 
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~continued from previous page~ 
 

Honeybee Brunch.  An art installation by "Exploded View," will be presented at the Pushkin Gallery on 
the corner of Main and North Streets. Exploded View is a dynamic group of five intermedia artists who 
have created an audio-visual immersive installation inspired by the life of bees.   
 
Bee Ware Silent Auction 
Artists and companies from across the United States have contributed a wide variety of bee-themed items 
to the Bee Fest Silent Auction. Visitors will have the opportunity to take their chance on the gift basket 
raffles, and to browse the gift table for bee cards, totes, glass ornaments, and more. A portion of the proceeds 
will help support local food banks. 
 
Why Bee Fest? 
Rev. Lorenzo Langstroth served as the pastor of Second Congregational Church, from 1843-48, the 
modern moveable frame beehive he invented is still used by 90% of all beekeepers worldwide.  While 
living in Greenfield, Langstroth wrote The Hive and the Honeybee, and he is known around the globe as 
the father of modern beekeeping.  Bee Fest visitors are invited to view the permanent Langstroth exhibit in 
the narthex of the church—which includes archival photographs, paintings, and a copy of the classic 
beekeepers' manual. On the lawn of the church is a permanent granite monument to Langstroth, across the 
street, a steel sculpture of his hive. 
 

  
 

  
 

For more information 
go to: 
https://www.facebook.
com/beefest 

 

Bee Festival Sidewalk 
Sculpture created by 
Colleen Seamon of 
Franklin and Worcester 
Bee Clubs 
 

https://www.facebook.com/beefest
https://www.facebook.com/beefest
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2020 Mass Bee Field Day 

 
 
The Massachusetts Beekeepers Association is holding our annual FIELD DAY on Saturday, June 13, 
2020. The event is hosted by Franklin County Beekeepers Association.  The theme of this year’s Field 
Day is Keeping Your Bees Healthy - What Steps You Need to Take.  The event is free and open to all.  
 
We are returning to THE UMASS AGRICULTURAL LEARNING CENTER on 911 NORTH 
PLEASANT STREET AMHERST, MA.  Follow the Yellow Bee Signs!! 
 
The AGRICULTURAL CENTER is a 70 acre “Living Classroom” located on the UMASS Amherst 
campus. The facility hosts the State’s (MDAR) and UMASS research Apiaries and features Fruit / 
Vegetable, Vineyard, Landscaping designs and Pollination Gardens. We ask that ALL bring your veil for 
protection. Free Parking on site. 
 
Place your orders with your favorite vendor and enjoy FREE SHIPPING. Better Bee, Mann Lake, 
Starhart Hollow, Slovenian Beekeeping, Solutionsbee Technology, Bee Wear Clothing, Dan Battat 
Glassblowing and Artists will exhibit in the open area located adjacent to the main tent where everyone 
meets. Morning Coffee / Pastry and a $10 Catered Barbeque lunch will be available.  Please pre-register 
for Lunch on the Mass Bee web site.   
 

Mass Bee Field Day is FREE to All 
 

• Registration begins at 8:30  
• Welcome Announcements 9:00 -- 9:30 am 
• First Session 9:45 -- 10:45 am      
• Second Session 11:00 -- 12:00 pm 
• LUNCH   12:00 – 1:30 pm 
• Smoker Contest 
• Win Great Vendor Prizes in Our Fundraiser Raffle 
• Third Session   1:30 – 2:30 pm       
• Fourth Session 2:45 – 3:45 pm 

 
 

If you are interested in presenting, please contact  
Pete Delaney, President - Massachusetts  
Beekeepers Association   
Email: president@massbee.org 

 
 

Photo by Bill Blocher  

mailto:president@massbee.org
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 Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources 
 (MDAR) Apiary Program Update 
 Mass Bee Newsletter – Spring 2020 
 
 

Have a Dead-Out or Expired Honey Bee Colony and Need Help? 
 

Consult the MDAR Managing Honey Bee Colony Dead-Outs information bulletin for additional support: 
https://www.mass.gov/doc/managing-honey-bee-colony-dead-outs/download 

  
 

Request a Kit to Submit a Sample for Lab Analysis? 
 

Think You May 
Have AFB or EFB?

Worried About Nosema
or Varroa Mites?

AFB/EFB Sample Kits

Beekeeper Cost (per kit): ~$3.00/postage

Kit Includes:
• Pre-labeled envelope
• 2 packs sterile Q-tips
• Labeled paper bag for 

samples

Nosema/Varroa Mite Sample Kits

Beekeeper Cost (per kit): ~$4.00/postage & alcohol

Kit Includes:
• Pre-labeled envelope
• Wet sample secure bag
• Labeled outer plastic bag 

 
 

These FREE kits are easy to use by following the provided instructions and materials. Samples are analyzed 
and results provided directly to the beekeeper from the USDA-Beltsville, MD Bee Lab within a few weeks 
after receipt. Currently, there is no fee to process samples, so you only need to pay for postage to mail each 
kit. These kits are great to use on hives that die during winter to determine if any of these pathogens or 
parasites were an issue. Note that each kit contains materials to sample 1 hive. 
 

 
 
 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/managing-honey-bee-colony-dead-outs/download
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BEE AWARE: MA Honey Bee Health Survey 
Available Soon! 
 

Let’s see if we can beat 2018-19 response record of 
673 beekeepers! The 2019-2020 MA Bee Aware Honey 
Bee Health survey link will be active starting April 1st, 
2020 so be sure to save the date. The first 250 survey 
responses will receive a FREE – Bee Aware sign at the 
mailing address provided.  
 
 
 
Adding a New Colony of Package Bees or Nucs to Your Apiary this Year? 

Remember all imported honey bee 
packages, nucleus colonies (nucs), 
colonies and used equipment brought into 
the state of Massachusetts require a 
health certificate and are subject to 
inspection upon arrival into the state. Be 
sure to check with your supplier to make 
sure they have submitted the proper 
documents to MDAR. Please contact the 
Apiary Program, bees@mass.gov or 617-
626-1801 with questions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Request Your 2020 Apiary Inspection Requests NOW! 
 

Please consider taking a quick second to request your inspection for 2020 today to assist the MDAR Apiary 
Program Bee Team in planning to meet your needs in the upcoming bee season: 
https://www.mass.gov/forms/mdar-apiary-inspection-request-form. Note that given the inclement winter 
weather, we are no longer performing inspections of live honey bee hives until Spring 2020, but will continue 
to visit for Dead-Out or expired hives, as needed.  
 

 
 

Join the Apiary Program Mailing List! 
 

We recently added the option for folks to receive email alerts and program updates: 
https://www.mass.gov/forms/join-the-apiary-program-mailing-list. There are currently 325 people on the list. 
Please consider signing up now to stay up to date on our efforts to improve honey bee health in 
Massachusetts! 
 

mailto:bees@mass.gov
https://www.mass.gov/forms/mdar-apiary-inspection-request-form
https://www.mass.gov/forms/mdar-apiary-inspection-request-form
https://www.mass.gov/forms/join-the-apiary-program-mailing-list
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BEE a Steward and Incorporate Pollinator Friendly Native Plants in Your Garden! 
 

Check out these new tools 
created specifically for 
Massachusetts residents 
which will help you make the 
right “bee-friendly” decisions 
and assist in planning 
“pollinator-inspired” gardens 
this Spring! 

 
 
https://www.mass.gov/service-

details/choosing-pollinator-
friendly-native-plants-in-home-

gardening-or-landscaping 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Think About and Plan for Varroa Mite Management Now! 

 

What’s Your
Varroa Mite Count?

 
 
Get a FREE alcohol wash jar, Varroa Mite IPM brochure and Planning tool that contains vital information 
designed to make you think, plan, learn, monitor and control mite populations in your hives. This practical 
sampling kit can be used for multiple hives and repeatedly throughout the season allowing for reliable 
monitoring. Limited quantities of these kits are available, so request yours today via email bees@mass.gov! 
 

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/choosing-pollinator-friendly-native-plants-in-home-gardening-or-landscaping
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/choosing-pollinator-friendly-native-plants-in-home-gardening-or-landscaping
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/choosing-pollinator-friendly-native-plants-in-home-gardening-or-landscaping
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/choosing-pollinator-friendly-native-plants-in-home-gardening-or-landscaping
mailto:bees@mass.gov
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Upcoming FREE WEBINARS - Varroa Mite IPM: Four-Part Series for a Healthy Hive in 2020 
 

Join Kim Skyrm (MDAR - Massachusetts) and Jen Lund (MDACF - Maine) and let’s FIGHT THE MITE! in this 
multiple part webinar series where they will discuss the varroa mite biology and life history, available and 
effective mite management tools, how to create a dynamic varroa mite IPM plan, and a demonstration on the 
steps involved in performing an alcohol wash in the field including tips to make sure you get an accurate 
count. Participants will have an opportunity to ask questions and get real live support needed to jump start 
your thinking and planning for mite management this season.  
 
Monday, March 9th, 1:00–2:30 p.m. — Varroa mite biology and life history 
Monday, March 23rd, 1:00–2:30 p.m. — Varroa mite treatments 
Monday, April 6th, 1:00–2:30 p.m. — Creating a varroa mite IPM plan 
Monday, April 20th, 1:00–2:30 p.m. — Demonstration and Q&A of how to perform alcohol wash 
using the varroa mite IPM kit as a critical step in monitoring mite populations (includes FIELD 
demos!) 
 
To Register: https://cornell.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FwNfRD6pRgWgHArjghWvYg 

 
Voluntarily Register Your Apiary! 
 

The Apiary Registration Process is easier than ever with the online form: https://www.mass.gov/forms/apiary-
and-colony-registration-form. A total of 360 beekeepers have registered their apiaries with MDAR since 
April, 2017 when this online form became available. Please consider taking a quick second to register your 
apiary today so that the MDAR Apiary Program Bee Team can better inform beekeepers about health related 
concerns in the vicinity of their apiary! 

 

Apiary Regulations Update 
 

The updated Apiary Regulations will be available soon for review and public comment. A public hearing will 
follow their release. Stay tuned for additional updates.  

 
 
MDAR State Apiaries Update 

 

Here is a quick update for the State Apiaries: the 
Amherst apiary went into winter with 13 hives and the 
Danvers location with 5 hives. The apiaries have been 
fed several times this winter with the latest feed (fondant 
and winter patties) lasting only around 7-10 days 
depending on the cluster size. Currently, there is only 1-
Dead-Out hive in Amherst and 0-Dead-Outs in Danvers. 
Given the mild winter weather the hives have needed and 
consumed more winter feed than in years past. We hope 
they all make it through the winter and you will join us at 
future educational events to see these overwintered girls! 
Given this update, we urge you to check the status of 
your own apiary hives ASAP and be prepared to feed 
until Spring 2020! 

https://cornell.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FwNfRD6pRgWgHArjghWvYg
https://www.mass.gov/forms/apiary-and-colony-registration-form
https://www.mass.gov/forms/apiary-and-colony-registration-form
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Mark Your Calendars for the 2020 Honey Bee 
Education Days at the State Apiaries 
 

Join State the MDAR Apiary Program Bee Team to get 
a tour of live working honey bee colonies, hands-on 
demonstrations of hive management techniques, and 
exposure to the latest knowledge on how to best 
sustain healthy honey bee colonies. These events are 
free and open to the public but focus on beekeepers. 
Registration is not necessary to attend. Participants 
must bring protective clothing as it will not be provided 
and is required to enter an apiary. The same program 
will be offered from 10am-12pm on each date at both 
apiary locations, unless specified otherwise. Alternate 
dates will be provided in the event of inclement 
weather. For more information visit: 
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/mdar-state-
apiaries 
 
State Apiary Locations: 
 
UMass Agricultural Learning Center (ALC) Farm      
911 North Pleasant St                                        
Amherst, MA  01002       -park in the field adjacent to     
the apiary 
 
Essex North Shore Agricultural and Technical High 
School (“Essex Aggie”) 

                                                                 565 Maples St                                                         
Danvers, MA  01923          -park in the lot behind to the 
old Administration building (brick building across the 
street from main school entrance building - where the 
school buses are lined up, you will see a drive-able 
path near the larger parking lot where buses are 
located – look for apiary signs 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
2019 Aerial Mosquito Application Honey Bee Hive 
Monitoring Report 
 

A full report of the MDAR Apiary Program Team Monitoring 
efforts will be released as part of statewide report so stay 
tuned to see the results of the entire statewide efforts. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/2020-honey-bee-education-days-at-state-apiaries/download
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/mdar-state-apiaries
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/mdar-state-apiaries
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Check Out MAPL – Massachusetts Apiary and Pesticide Locator!   

Visit the new interactive 
map that was created to 
facilitate real time 
communication between 
beekeepers and 
pesticide applicators. 
Locate apiaries and 
pesticide applications 
near you by voluntarily 
registering as either a 
Honey Beekeeper or 
Pesticide Applicator. 
Participation in the map 
is voluntary and the 
information submitted is 
not verified.  
 
 

 
 

Honey Bee Hive Pesticide Use 
 

The following is a list of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Massachusetts registered 
pesticide products labeled for use in honey bee hives for Varroa mites. These product registrations are 
currently active and will expire on 6/30/2020. Stay up to date on current product registrations and label 
changes by visiting the Massachusetts Pesticide Product Registration Information website 
(http://www.kellysolutions.com/MA/searchbypest.asp) and search for “Varroa mite”.  
 
Listed in Order by Product Name (active ingredient (a.i.)):  
1. Api-Bioxal (oxalic acid dehydrate), EPA Reg. No. 91266-1-73291; 
2. ApiGuard (thymol), EPA Reg. No. 79671-1; 
3. Api Life Var (menthol, eucalyptus oil, and thymol), EPA Reg. No. 73291-1;  
4. Apivar (amitraz), EPA Reg. No. 87243-1; 
5. CheckMite Plus (coumaphos), EPA Reg. No. 11556-138-61671; 
6. CheckMite + Bee Hive Pest Control Strip (coumaphos), EPA Reg. No. 11556-138; 
7. Formic Pro (formic acid), EPA Reg. No. 75710-3; 
8. HopGuard II (potassium salts of hop beta acids), EPA Reg. No. 83623-2;  
9. Mite Away Quick Strips (formic acid), EPA Reg. No. 75710-2; and  
10. Zoecan Apistan Anti-Varroa Mite Strip (fluvalinate), EPA Reg. No. 2724-406 
 
These general use products can be applied to individual beekeeper owned hives. If applying to hives other 
than those owned by the beekeeper, then a pesticide license is required. Visit the following pesticide 
regulations to learn about the pesticide applicator license: 
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2017/10/30/333cmr10.pdf. 
 

 

https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/DAR/Apiary/UI/
https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/DAR/Apiary/UI/
https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/DAR/Apiary/UI/
http://www.kellysolutions.com/MA/searchbypest.asp
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2017/10/30/333cmr10.pdf
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Seeking Financial Support? Check out this USDA Guide 

  

http://www.ma.usda.gov/
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UMASS EXTENSION UPDATE 

 
 

1)  Explore our upcoming workshops. For more information about all workshops visit: 
http://ag.umass.edu/resources/pollinators/honey-bees/education/umass-extension/bee-workshops. 

 
To sign up, visit https://ag.umass.edu/pollinators/upcoming-events or email Hannah Whitehead at 
hwhitehead@umass.edu. 

 
o Honey Bees Under the Microscope 1.0 

Dissect a bee to learn about honey bee internal and external anatomy! Each person takes home a personal 
dissecting kit (wax dish, scissors, pins, etc.) 10am-4pm. Cost: $50.  
 March 7, 2020 – UMass Amherst (Amherst MA)  

FULL – email hwhitehead@umass.edu to be put on the wait list 
 April 4, 2020 – Worcester, MA  

 
o Honey Bees Under the Microscope 2.0 – Advanced topics 

For beekeepers who have already taken "Honey Bees Under the Microscope" (above), or others with 
microscope experience. Topics covered: dissecting queens/drones, plating tissues, (Nosema/Tracheal Mite 
diagnosis if time allows). 9am-12pm. Cost: $40.  
 April 18, 2020 – Worcester MA 

 
o Fight the Mite! 

Learn all about mite biology, mite treatment options, miticide safety, and how to create an integrated mite 
management plan. This is a hands-on workshop, where you will apply mock miticides, and create a sample 
apiary plan. 9am-5pm. Cost: $50. For more information visit:  
 May 2, 2020 – UMass Amherst (Amherst MA) 

 
2)  Check out the pesticide results from the 2018 hobbyist honey bee health survey in the Research Buzz.  You can 

read the full report on the UMass website here. If you would like me to present the results to your bee club, email 
me (Hannah Whitehead) at hwhitehead@umass.edu.  

 
Here are some tips on protecting your hives from pesticides:  

 
1. Control Varroa levels. Varroa mites feed on bees’ fat body, which is a critical organ for detoxifying pesticides. 

Studies show that bees that are parasitized by Varroa and exposed to pesticides fare worse than non-
parasitized bees facing the same chemicals (you can read about it here).   
 
For information about Varroa management, check out the Honey Bee Health Coalition, request a free 
inspection by a state apiary inspector, or register for a “Fight the Mite” workshop. Also, avoid using CheckMite+ 
and Apistan to control mites. These products contain the miticides coumaphos and tau-fluvalinate, which 
accumulate in wax and negatively impact bee health.   
 

2. Swap out old comb. Many pesticides accumulate in wax. To reduce pesticide levels in your hives, regularly 
replace old frames. This practice can also curb disease build-up in your equipment.  

http://ag.umass.edu/resources/pollinators/honey-bees/education/umass-extension/bee-workshops
https://ag.umass.edu/pollinators/upcoming-events
mailto:hwhitehead@umass.edu
mailto:hwhitehead@umass.edu
http://ag.umass.edu/resources/pollinators/research-projects-at-umass/2018-massachusetts-hobbyist-health-survey
mailto:hwhitehead@umass.edu
http://ag.umass.edu/sites/ag.umass.edu/files/pdf-doc-ppt/the_research_buzz_winter2019.pdf
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroa/
https://www.mass.gov/forms/mdar-apiary-inspection-request-form
http://ag.umass.edu/resources/pollinators/honey-bees/education/umass-extension/bee-workshops
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3. Talk to your neighbors. Ask what products they spray on  
their gardens, lawns or farm fields. This includes products used  
to control ticks and fleas.  Encourage them to use bee-friendly  
products or practices. For more information on pollinator-friendly  
pest control, explore these resources.   
 

4. Check pesticide labels and always follow label  
instructions. Many common products, including those  
used to control fleas and ticks, contain chemicals (like  
fipronil) that are highly toxic to bees. Consider finding  
bee-friendly alternatives. And ALWAYS apply products  
according to the label (the label is the law!).  
 

5. Use IPM practices to  
manage pests - and encourage  
your neighbors to do the same.  
IPM stands for Integrated Pest  
Management. It is a commonly  
used strategy for minimizing  
pesticide use. For more info  
about IPM, click here.  

  

http://ag.umass.edu/resources/pollinators/managing-landscapes-for-pollinators/pollinator-friendly-pest-management
http://ag.umass.edu/landscape/fact-sheets/fundamentals-of-insect-mite-ipm-program


 

   

  Page 21 of 32 
   

 

SPRING 2020 NEWSLETTER                                                                         THE MASSACHUSETTS BEE 

 

http://ag.umass.edu/resources/pollinators/research-projects-at-umass/2018-massachusetts-hobbyist-health-survey
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https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0009754
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Neonicotinoids are a relatively new class of insecticide with both lethal and sub-lethal toxicity to bees and 
are of particular concern to beekeepers. We detected neonicotinoids in about 1/3 of samples, which is less 
than a 2016 Massachusetts study (which found neonics in 73% of pollen samples), but higher than similar 
surveys from other states (a 2018 Virginia study found imidacloprid in 6% of beebread samples, and a 2018 
Maine study did not detect neonics in any pollen samples). In our study (as well as the 2016 MA study), the 
most commonly detected neonicotinoid was imidacloprid. 

 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/282222257_Distributions_of_neonicotinoid_insecticides_in_the_Commonwealth_of_Massachusetts_A_temporal_and_spatial_variation_analysis_for_pollen_and_honey_samples
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30252071
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29509899
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29509899
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29509899
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MASSACHUSETTS BEEKEEPER SHINES 

AT 2020 GOOD FOOD AWARDS 
 

 
Beverly Bees beekeeping company from Beverly, Massachusetts won a 2020 Good Food Award 
for their Beverly Farms Wildflower Honey. Beverly Bees was the only Honey Winner from 
Massachusetts.  This top honor award celebrates companies creating tasty, authentic food that 
betters the American food culture. Each of the 2020 winners demonstrated both a mastery of their 
craft and a commitment to maintaining exceptionally high social and environmental standards in their 
work. 
 
The award was presented to Anita Deeley, CEO of Beverly Bees,  
at a star-studded ceremony in the historic San Francisco War Memorial 
& Performing Arts Center.   “I was honored to represent Massachusetts 
among the top honey companies in the country.” She said. “We are all  
working hard to produce high quality authentic honey in a way that is  
sustainable, environmentally responsible and helps protect our bees.” 
 
This is Beverly Bees’ third Good Food Award. Both their Massachusetts 
Wildflower Honeycomb and their Massachusetts Wildflower Honey won 
in 2019.  
 
Now in its 10th year, the Good Food Awards celebrate tasty, authentic and responsible foods. 
The 17 categories include: beer, charcuterie, cheese, chocolate, cider, coffee, confections, 
elixirs, fish, grains, honey, oils, pantry, pickles, preserves, snacks and spirits.  Winners were 
chosen in a blind tasting of 1,835 entries from 38 states. The highest scoring entries underwent 
a rigorous vetting process to verify they were not only exceptionally tasty but met the 
sustainability and social responsibility criteria required to become a Good Food Award winner. 

 
 

   

 

 

https://worldbeeday.org/en/about/the-project.html
https://pollinator.org/pollinator-week
https://worldbeeday.org/en/about/the-project.html
https://worldbeeday.org/en/about/the-project.html
https://worldbeeday.org/en/about/the-project.html
https://worldbeeday.org/en/about/the-project.html
https://worldbeeday.org/en/about/the-project.html
https://worldbeeday.org/en/about/the-project.html
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http://www.massbee.org/events
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SPEAKERS DINNER - Friday March 13, 2020 
Bee Building at the Topsfield Fairgrounds 

6:00 PM: Social Greeting: Appetizers, Beer & Wine, Dinner – Soup, Green Salad, Rolls, Italian Buffet, water 
and coffee & dessert ($18 per/person, prior reservation required) 

7:30 PM: Speaker: Sean Kent will be discussing native bees and will show his beautiful images of 
these incredible pollinators and to learn about their natural history and efforts to conserve these 
amazing creatures. Sean has conducted research on wild bees in Massachusetts - Boston Harbor 
Islands, Elizabeth Islands (Naushon, Cutthunk, and Penikese), and at Massasoit Community 
College, Belize, New Mexico, and Arizona. Sean has a M.S. in Biology from Northeastern 
University and a B.A. in Biology from the College of the Holy Cross.  

 

Registration is Required 
 

   RSVP by MARCH 6th for the Speakers’ Dinner at:  https://www.massbee.org/events/spring-meeting/ 
 

 

Mass Bee Spring 2019 Meeting Details 
Saturday, March 14, 2019         8 AM – 4 PM 

Topsfield Fairgrounds, Coolidge Hall/Building 33,  
US Route 1, Topsfield MA 

__________ 
 

Come join us for an outstanding educational event hosted by Essex County Beekeepers Association! 

 
SPEAKERS 

Kirk Webster is the owner/operator of Champlain Valley Bees & Queens.  Kirk uses natural 
processes active in nature to maintain his hives without treatment for mites or other pests or pathogens – 
his apiary has been treatment free since 202. 
 
Kirk’s presentations:  

• 20 Years of Commercial Beekeeping Without Treatment of Any Kind. 
• Evolution of Darwinian Beekeeping – How Large-Scale Beekeepers Use the 

Principles. 
 

Dr. Thomas Seeley is Professor in Biology within the Department of Neurobiology and 
Behavior at Cornell University. His research has addressed mysteries about the behavior, social life, and 
natural history of honey bees.  He has authored five books written for both biologists and beekeepers 
including his most recent book “The Lives of Bees”.  

  
Dr. Seeley’s presentations: 

• The Honey Bee in its Natural World:  A Look at Nature to Understand the 
Problems of Honey Bee Health 

• The Hive as an Information Center 
 

This is a Great Opportunity to see two outstanding speakers! 
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LUNCH OFFERING:   
Vegetarian Soup, Green Salad, Pasta Salad, 
cold cut platter, lettuce & tomato platter, 
condiments, chips, water, coffee, tea and 
dessert tray ($12 per/person). 
 
Advance registration for lunch is required 
– lunches will not be available for 
purchase at the event.  
 

Register for lunch by 
Friday MARCH 6th at 

 
https://www.massbee.org/events/spring-
meeting/ 

 
 

AREA ACCOMMODATIONS 
___________ 

 
SpringHill Suites by Marriott Boston-Peabody  
Address: (US 1 North),  
43 Newbury St.,  
Peabody, MA 01960 
Phone: (978) 535-5000 
 
Homewood Suites by Hilton Boston-Peabody   
Address: 57 Newbury St,  
Peabody, MA 01960 Phone: (978) 536-5050 
 

Hampton Inn  
Boston-Peabody   
Address: 59 Newbury St,  
Peabody, MA 01960 
Phone: (978) 536-2020 
 

 
Silent Auction items needed - Please 
bring your donated items Saturday 

morning during registration.  
 

Donated items help support the MA 
Honey Ambassador Program. 

 

   (continued from previous page) 
Preregistration for event encouraged in order to provide Mass Bee with an estimated headcount. 
Register at: https://www.massbee.org   
 
All attendees must be current Mass Bee members or current high school.  If you are not currently a member 
or student, you can join online or pay for membership at the door ($15 for individual, $25 for family and 
$50 for organization.)  Payments by credit card are accepted on our web site via Mass Bee’s online 
membership form   https://www.massbee.org/membership/  
 

 

 
VOLUNTEERS WANTED - 

BRING A SWEET TO SHARE! 

  
 
Mass Bee and the Essex County Beekeepers 
Association (ECBA) welcome volunteers  
to bring a sweet treat that can be shared with 
conference attendees with coffee/tea in the morning 
or as a lunch dessert. 

 

https://www.massbee.org/
https://www.massbee.org/membership/
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SAVE THE DATES!  Upcoming 
Events, Meetings & More 

(All events on Saturday unless otherwise noted) 
 

* Sunday February 23th – 12th Annual 
Agriculture & Food Conference, hosted by 
SEMAP (including a workshop by Mel Gadd 
member of Mass Bee) - Bristol County 
Agricultural High School, Dighton, MA 

 

* March 7th – Honey Bees Under the Microscope 
1.0, workshop hosted by UMass Extension – Adler 
Lab, UMass Amherst 

 

* March 7th – WCBA All Day Conference 
featuring, Dr Judy Chen and Dr. Jen Tsuruda. 
Location: Grafton High School, Grafton MA. 

 

* March 9th Webinar** (1 pm – 2:30 pm) – 
Varroa Mite IPM – Part 1: Biology and Life 
History 

 

*March 14th – Mass Bee Spring 2020 Meeting, 
Topsfield Fair Grounds 

 

*March 23th Webinar** (1 pm – 2:30 pm) – 
Varroa Mite IPM – Part 2: Varroa Mite 
Treatments 

 

*March 21st New Hampshire Beekeepers 
Association’s Spring Meeting, Manchester, NH 

 

* March 25th (9:30am-3pm) - Ag Day On The Hill 
(hosted by Massachusetts Farm Bureau), 
Massachusetts State House, Boston, MA 

 

* April 4th – Honey Bees Under the Microscope 
1.0, workshop hosted by UMass Extension – 
Worcester, MA 

 

*April 6th Webinar** (1 pm – 2:30 pm) – Varroa 
Mite IPM – Part 2: Creating a Varroa Mite 
IPM Plan 

 

* April 11th – Winter Evaluation hosted by 
MDAR – State Apiary UMass Amherst 

 

* April 18th – Honey Bees Under the Microscope 
2.0 – Advanced Topics, workshop hosted by 
UMass Extension – Worcester 

* April 20th Webinar** (1 pm – 2:30 pm) – 
Varroa Mite IPM – Part 4: Demonstration and 
Q&A on how to perform an alcohol wash 

 

*May 2nd - Fight the Mite!, workshop hosted by 
UMass Extension and MDAR – UMass 
Amherst, Amherst MA 

 

*May 9th – Spring Management hosted by 
MDAR – State Apiary UMass Amherst 

  

*May 16th – MDAR’s Queen Workshop I – 
UMass Amherst 

 

* May 23th – MDAR’s Queen Workshop II – 
UMass Amherst 

 

* May 23rd – Langstroth Bee Fest, Greenfield 
 

* June 20th – Summer Management, hosted by 
MDAR - UMass Amherst 

 

* June 13th – Mass Bee Field Day – UMass 
Amherst 

 

* July 11th – MDAR’s Pests, Parasites and 
Pathogens – hosted by MDAR UMass Amherst 

 

* August 8th – MDAR’s Fall Management, Part 
1, hosted by MDAR - UMass Amherst 

 

* August 22nd – MDAR’s Honey Extraction 
hosted by MDAR - Danvers 

 

* September 12h – MDAR’s Fall Management, 
Part 2 – UMass Amherst 

 

* October 10th – MDAR’s Winter Prep, hosted 
by MDAR - UMass Amherst 

 

* Saturday November 7th – Mass Bee Fall 2020 
Meeting (hosted by Middlesex County 
Beekeepers Association) 

 
 

** Sponsored by the Northeastern IPM Center at Cornell. 
https://cornell.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FwNfRD6p
RgWgHArjghWvYg 

 

If you have an event you would like listed in the 
next newsletter,  please contact 

correspondingsecretary@massbee.org 

https://cornell.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FwNfRD6pRgWgHArjghWvYg
https://cornell.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FwNfRD6pRgWgHArjghWvYg
mailto:correspondingsecretary@massbee.org
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NOTICES 

   
   

 

  

It’s time to renew your Mass 
Bee Membership! 

We are now accepting online 
applications!  This makes it easy 

to join & keep dues and 
information up to date using a 
credit card.  The form can be 

accessed here: 
https://www.massbee.org/mem

bership/ 

 

AG DAY ON THE HILL  
March 25, 2020 

 
     Every year MASS BEE sends a contingent 
of Beekeepers to the State House to distribute 
small jars of Honey to all the state Legislators 
and Representatives.  
 
We need your help to accomplish this task; I 
am requesting that each county club contribute 
two cases of ½ lbs. glass jars of 
UNLABELED  honey for our distribution.    
2020 Labels will be printed; each County that 
contributes will be named on this label.   
This donation is  needed in early March 2019.  
In recent years the following clubs and 
companies have contributed: 
 

Berkshire County  Franklin County 
Norfolk county  Plymouth county   
Worchester County Merrimack Valley  

Apiaries 

 
 
I plan on attending the spring Mass Bee 
meeting in March to accept your clubs 
donation.   
Please feel free to reach out to me with any 
questions or concerns.   
 

Thank you!    
Susan Robinson   smrbus10@msn.com 

 

To have your notice included in the next newsletter, please 
contact correspondingsecretary@massbee.org 

Photo by Jeanine Martin 

https://www.massbee.org/membership/
mailto:smrbus10@msn.com
mailto:correspondingsecretary@massbee.org
https://semaponline.org/2020-conference/
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Become a Member of Mass Bee 
               

Benefits of Mass Bee membership: 
 
 Three Membership Meetings a Year  

o The Field Day at UMass in June.  The Field Day is a tremendous event allowing interactive, 
hands-on bee demonstrations that give great confidence to attending beekeepers of all skill 
levels. 

o The Spring and Fall meetings.  The location of these meetings moves from County to County 
allowing all areas of the State to participate. At these meetings we strive to bring you 2 keynote 
speakers on relevant beekeeping topics. While hosted by a County, Mass Bee covers the costs 
of the event (venue, speakers fees and travel, food, etc.).  

 
 Legislative Support 

Monitoring and responding to issues arising both locally and Statewide. This Committee is politically 
active meeting face to face with law makers and regulators to rally for and protect Honeybees and 
pollinators. Updates on issues are presented in each Mass Bee Newsletter. 

  
 State Representation 

We speak for all beekeepers in Massachusetts and make our point of view to all the states in New 
England. We are paid memberships to all surrounding states, allowing us to keep members aware of 
surrounding States activities. 

 
Our hope is that you continue to support Mass Bee with your membership and also become active 
members helping to guide and implement Mass Bee activities.  Please join or renew your 
membership today. 
 

                                                                                                          https://www.massbee.org/membership/ 
 

Don’t forget to register for the Spring 2019 Meeting 
https://www.massbee.org/events/spring-meeting/  

Hope to see you there! 

Dan Conlon and Pete 
Delaney (photo by Chris 
Delaney) 

https://www.massbee.org/membership/
https://www.massbee.org/events/spring-meeting/
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Application Date:  _____________________________ 
 
New:  _____________ Renewal:  _________________ 
 
Check #:  ________  Amount:  $__________________ 
   
*All Memberships run from January 1st through December 31st in a given year. 

 
 

NAME(S): ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ORGANIZATION/COUNTY BEEKEEPING ASSOCIATION: _________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP TYPE:   Individual    $ 15.00  ____________   
           Family    $ 25.00  ____________   
      Organization        $50.00  ____________ 

 
ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 EMAIL:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

 
PHONE:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
County Beekeeping Association: _______________________________________________________ 

                  
 

Completed applications along with payment made out to the “MBA” should be mailed to: 
 

MBA Memberships 
PO BOX 232 
Marion, MA  02738 
 

Applications may also be emailed to correspondingsecretary@massbee.org 
 

This Membership Application can also be downloaded from our web site www.massbee.org 
Annual membership dues are subject to change; please check our web site for current information. 

 
 

Massachusetts Beekeepers 
Association Membership 

Application* 

mailto:correspondingsecretary@massbee.org
http://www.massbee.org/

	Area Accommodations
	SAVE THE DATES!  Upcoming Events, Meetings & More
	* Sunday February 23th – 12th Annual Agriculture & Food Conference, hosted by SEMAP (including a workshop by Mel Gadd member of Mass Bee) - Bristol County Agricultural High School, Dighton, MA
	* April 11th – Winter Evaluation hosted by MDAR – State Apiary UMass Amherst
	*May 2nd - Fight the Mite!, workshop hosted by UMass Extension and MDAR – UMass Amherst, Amherst MA
	*May 16th – MDAR’s Queen Workshop I – UMass Amherst
	* May 23th – MDAR’s Queen Workshop II – UMass Amherst
	* May 23rd – Langstroth Bee Fest, Greenfield
	* June 20th – Summer Management, hosted by MDAR - UMass Amherst
	* June 13th – Mass Bee Field Day – UMass Amherst
	* July 11th – MDAR’s Pests, Parasites and Pathogens – hosted by MDAR UMass Amherst
	* August 8th – MDAR’s Fall Management, Part 1, hosted by MDAR - UMass Amherst
	* August 22nd – MDAR’s Honey Extraction hosted by MDAR - Danvers
	* September 12h – MDAR’s Fall Management, Part 2 – UMass Amherst
	* October 10th – MDAR’s Winter Prep, hosted by MDAR - UMass Amherst
	* Saturday November 7th – Mass Bee Fall 2020 Meeting (hosted by Middlesex County Beekeepers Association)

