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Massachusetts Beekeepers Association
Uniting beekeepers through education, advocacy and sponsorship so as to
protect and foster honeybees and beekeeping in Massachusetts and beyond.

President’s Message

Mass Bee Events
March 17

I'm writing from vacation in the sunny Mexican Mayan Riviera,
rejuvenating myself and preparing for our Mass Bee Spring
Meeting. Our corresponding secretary is always on the ball and
makes sure all the information about our meeting is included.
This will be a 2 day event so mark your calendars.
First, for all you folks who travel from afar and spend the
evening with friends or in a hotel we are having a pasta dinner
and dessert with a couple of speakers at the Topsfield Fair
beekeeping Building on Friday evening (3/17/17) at 6 PM, details
to follow in the newsletter.
Then, on Saturday morning our main event with Michelle
Colopy and Peggy Garnes will be at Coolidge Hall and again
details to follow below.
The day will also include a membership business meeting
addressing all aspects of our organization's business activities.
Kim Skyrm, our Chief MA apiary inspector will also address our
meeting informing Massachusetts beekeepers of what she has
been working on at the state level and glimpses of what may be
coming down the pipeline from other agencies.
I look forward to seeing you at the meetings.

Mass Bee Spring Meeting
Speakers’ Dinner
March 18
Mass Bee Spring Meeting
June 17
Mass Bee Field Day

In This Issue:
President’s Message
by Peter Delaney
Massachusetts Beekeepers
Association Spring Meeting
Details and Registration
Thermal Imaging as a Beekeeping
Tool, by Ed Szymanski
Legislative Review by Cliff Youse
Message from MA Chief Apiary
Inspector, by Kim Skyrm Ph.D
Save the Date
Notices

Peter Delaney, President
Massachusetts Beekeepers Association

Registration & Membership Form
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Mass Bee Spring Meeting Guest Speakers
Michele Colopy – Program Director of the Pollinator
Stewardship Council, whose mission is to “defend managed and
native pollinators vital to a sustainable and affordable food supply
from the adverse impact of pesticides.” Michele’s presentation topics
will be:

“Understanding the Pollinator Crisis & How to Help”
“Creating Your Own Pesticide-free Pollinator Habitat”

Peggy Garnes – OSBA Western Reserves Representative,
EAS Director, Ohio and former advertising manager at Bee
Culture Magazine. Peggy’s presentation topics will be:
“Farmers & Beekeepers … How Can We Get Along?”
“Raising Queens from Survivor Stock – Chemical-free”

Kim Skyrm, Ph.D – MA Chief Apiary Inspector will report on
the apiary inspector’s office activities

For additional details and updates go
to www.massbee.org/events/spring-meeting/

Friday March 17th Speakers’ Dinner
Essex County Bee Building at the Topsfield Fair Grounds

6:00 PM:

Pasta dinner for early arriving members, speakers
and vendors; RSVP by Monday, March 13th. $10
charge per person at the door.

7:00 PM:

Glenn Card - Report from the Apiary Advisory
Committee with Farm Bureau: Where we’ve been
and where we’re going.

7:30 PM:

Laura Sapienza-Grabski - Report on
Massachusetts Agricultural Commission’s “Boot
Camps” bringing Farmers and Beekeepers
together: Things that worked and things that may
need improvement.

Mass Bee Spring Meeting
At – a – Glance
March 17-18, 2017
Location: Topsfield Fairgrounds,
Boston Street, Topsfield MA
Friday March 17th 6pm – 8pm
Essex County Bee Building
Speakers’ Dinner and talks by
Glenn Card and Laura SapienzaGrabski
Saturday March 18th 8am – 4pm
Coolidge Hall
Presentations by Michele Colopy,
Peggy Garnes and Kim Skyrm.
There will also be a membership
meeting and BOD meeting along
with vendors and a silent auction.
Pre-registration is encouraged;
registration and application forms
are available at the end of this
newsletter pages 13-14.
This is a free event; all are
welcome.

RSVP for the Speakers’ Dinner to: president@massbee.org
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Saturday March 18th
Mass Bee Spring Meeting Program
Topsfield Fairgrounds, Coolidge Hall
US Route 1 Topsfield, MA 01983
8:00 AM – Registration, Members Meet & Greet
Coffee, treats and settling in

THE MASSACHUSETTS BEE

“One can no more approach
people without love than one
can approach bees without
care. Such is the quality of
bees ...”
― Leo Tolstoy

9:00 AM – Peter Delaney; President’s Welcome
9:10 AM – Michele Colopy;
Understanding the Pollinator Crisis & How to Help
10:10 AM – Intermission
10:20 AM – Peggy Garnes;
Farmers & Beekeepers … How Can We Get Along?
11:20 AM – Intermission
11:30 AM – Kim Skyrm – MA Chief Apiary Inspector
Update regarding state activities
12:00 PM – Lunch Break
12:50 PM – Mass Bee Business Meeting
1:20 PM – Michele Colopy;
Creating Your Own Pesticide-free Pollinator Habitat
2:20 PM – Intermission, Silent auction final bids (ends 2:30 PM)

Recommended Hotels
for Mass Bee Visitors
SpringHill Suites by Marriott
Boston-Peabody
Address: (US 1 North), 43
Newbury St, Peabody, MA
01960
Phone: (978) 535-5000

Homewood Suites by Hilton
Boston-Peabody
Address: 57 Newbury St,
Peabody, MA 01960
Phone: (978) 536-5050

2:30 PM – Silent Auction Ends – Winners Announced
2:35 PM – Peggy Garnes;
Raising Queens from Survivor Stock – Chemical-free
3:25 PM – Peter Delaney; President’s Conclusion & thanks
for attending

Hampton Inn
Boston-Peabody
Address: 59 Newbury St,
Peabody, MA 01960
Phone: (978) 536-2020

3:35 PM – Board of Directors; final approvals, next meeting
thoughts
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Thermal Imaging as a Beekeeping Tool
By Ed Szymanski, Norfolk County Beekeepers Association
At the October 2016 meeting of the Worcester County Beekeepers Association, one of the speakers was Dr. Wyatt
Mangum, a well-known top-bar beekeeper from Virginia. One of his talks was on the use of thermal imaging to “see”
what your bees are doing in the winter. Until recently, infrared cameras were very expensive and out of the reach of
most beekeepers. Then, FLIR Systems Inc., a leading manufacturer of infrared cameras, came up with a way to team
up an infrared camera with the electronics and display of a smartphone. This camera, the FLIR One, can be used with
Apple iPhones 5 and above and most current Android phones. The list price of the device is $249.
I will admit that I worry about our bees in the winter. I would check on them using the “put your ear up to the side
and knock” method, until I learned that in the cold weather, bees go into a suspended state, called “torpor”, during
which they keep the cluster temperature just right and don’t consume much food. Disturbing that causes them to
“awaken”, their temperature rises, and they consume more resources. I don’t do that anymore. So, when I saw what
the thermal camera could do, I wanted one. I understand that you can do nothing to save them if they are collapsing
in the middle of winter, but there’s a certain comfort in knowing that they’re alive, as most of you understand.
The FLIR One attaches to the data/charging port on the phone. It has its own rechargeable battery; a USB cable is
included. The camera has 2 lenses – one takes a digital picture just like your phone would and the second one takes
the infrared image. These images are overlaid in the software installed on the phone.
On Christmas Day, I received a FLIR One camera as a gift from my family. I downloaded the FLIR One app onto my
phone, read the directions, and went outside with it. This camera is not sold as a beekeeper’s tool per se, so there
was some learning to be done. I found that you can

Image #1

see if someone has been using the car (Image #1)

Image #2

…….. or prove that the barrels of water heat the greenhouse (Image #2.)
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I checked the calibration of the
temperature display by shooting snow…
 Not bad at all (left.)
Here are some of the early images I
took. The first shows a cluster at the
bottom of the top brood box, pretty
much centered (right ) You can see
that the front view captures a better
“picture” of the cluster because the
frames of comb insulate between the
cluster and the side wall 
(right – Image #4.)
Image #3

Lesson #1: this is not an x-ray. The
camera is measuring the temperature of the surface of the wood. The second
photo shows three 5-over-5 nucs wrapped together with tar paper (right 
Image #5.)The tar paper insulates (that’s why it’s there) but also interferes
with the thermal image. Still, there seems to be a cluster very low in the
middle nuc. They are Russians, so it makes sense that they haven’t gone up
through their stores yet. The near end nuc shows a warm spot in the bottom
of the top box. The far end nuc doesn’t show anything here, but its entrance
faces the other way, and a shot from the other side shows its cluster. The
bright spot on the 4x4 stand is where I had my hand when I bent down to
clear some dead bees from the entrance. Lesson #2: do not touch the hives
prior to taking the thermal images. The heat from your hand will warm the
wood.

Image #4

Image #5

Lesson #3 – Cloudy early mornings are the best time to take thermal images - if you
take thermal images when the sun is on the hives or has been in the last few hours,
you get a useless image like this ( left, Image #6.)

Image #6

I have now discovered an editing app called Flir Tools that you can download for
free that allows for editing and enhancement of images. It is available for iPhone,
PC, and Mac. We can revisit those 2 images (Image #4 and Image #5.) These have
had the temperature profile adjusted to remove all but the warmest parts (see next
page; Image #7 and Image #8.) The cluster is easier to see. Why is there a
disconnect between the warm spots on the front and side? Because the wood side
frame rails are a better insulator than the wax. The shot of the nucs, edited the
same way, takes out some of the interference from the tar paper and makes those
clusters easier to see.
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Image #8

Here’s something useful on a warmer day – one of the nucs was not
showing a defined cluster through the tar paper.
I was removing the cover to check the candy board anyway, and
there were no bees in the top. There seemed to be no activity at all.
I slid the candy board aside for a moment and snapped this shot
down between the frames ( left, Image #9.) To the right is the
outer wall of the box next
to the other nuc (there is
a small space between
them because of the
outer covers). The cluster
is occupying 2 ½ frames
toward the warm side, in
the lower box.

I have also found it interesting to shoot into the ventilation holes on the
front of the boxes (right, Image #10 .) The hole is round, but the ends of
the frame rails block some of it. We are “looking” at the space between
frames. This is a January picture, 65 F is right for a broodless cluster. 
Image #10
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Image #12

I’ve been wondering if brood rearing could be identified in late winter/early spring. On a cold day, the temperature
differences in the wood might not be so clearly defined. But, I thought, on a 65 F day, a brood-rearing cluster at
85 – 90 F would show a temperature difference above where a broodless cluster would not. So, on the day I am writing
this, it is 63 F and cloudy, late February. I grabbed the camera, and went outside to hives that have been consuming
pollen substitute and bringing in natural pollen on the warm days (above, Image #11-12.) Sure enough, there is a
difference. Going through the vent hole, we see that it’s 85 F in there. So it seems to work (Image #12.)

Some other interesting stuff.
left, Image #13
The nuc on the right is dead.
The other two are warm.

Image #13
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The bright spots in front of the hive in the first photo (below, Image #14) are bees flying out from the vent holes on a
warm day. Wyatt Mangum had explained that a bee needs to heat up her thorax to ninety degrees F or more in order
to warm up the wing muscles to allow her to fly.

In the second photo (right , Image
#15), I caught one flying out and
measured her temp. at 95 F.
In conclusion, I will say: do you need
a thermal imaging device to keep
bees? No. But if you are curious and
fascinated with them, it's a great
tool to own. It will show you position
of the cluster, will tell you that you
need to think about adding sugar or
Image #14
fondant when they are shown to up
Image #15
high in the hive. It will tell you when
brood rearing has started so you can add pollen or substitute. And it will let you know when one has died. It
will also show a nest of mice in the hive as a hot spot in a lower corner. Thankfully I don’t have that to show
you. For me, it helps me to make even more of a connection with these fascinating creatures that I love.
- Ed Szymanski, Norfolk County Beekeepers Association

Massachusetts Beekeepers Association Officers
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Vice President:

Peter Delaney
Wayne Andrews

Recording Secretary:
Corresponding Secretary:
Treasurer:

978-887-5726
508-824-8469

Alexandra Bartsch
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Alexander Rancourt
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George O’Neil

Webmaster:

Ed Szymanski

Web Site:

president@massbee.org
vicepresident@massbee.org

recordingsecretary@massbee.org

508-264-8443correspondingsecretary@massbee.org
339-244-1022
978-355-2442
508-528-1317

treasurer@massbee.org
registrar@massbee.org
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Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MassachusettsBeekeepers
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Spring 2017 Legislative Update
The first formal session of the 190th Massachusetts General Court’s two-year session opened on January 4th
of this year. Shortly thereafter Representative Carolyn Dykema, who received the 2106 Legislator of the Year
award at the Mass Bee 2016 Fall Meeting, began work on re-filing her legislation to protect Massachusetts
Pollinators.
The new bill, HD.2382 - An Act to Protect Massachusetts Pollinators, is almost identical to the original bill,
HD.655 - An Act Protecting Massachusetts Pollinators, that was never brought to the floor during the 189th
General Court even in its amended form. This is not unusual. It is not uncommon for legislation to pass
through several cycles, in this manner, prior to passage. What is noteworthy is that HD.2383 earned 135
cosponsors by the February 3rd deadline for cosponsor sign-on. This is an extremely strong bipartisan show
of support for Representative Dykema’s bill.
Like H.655, HD.2382 seeks to limit the use of neonicotinoid pesticides to licensed applicators. It also
mandates disclosure of neonicotinoids in the labeling of seeds and plant materials as well as in its application
by licensed applicators thereby giving consumers the information necessary for them to “opt out” of the use
of this class of pesticides on their own property.
The 190th General Court is still in the process of assigning legislation to committees. It would be logical for
HD.2382 to be assigned to the Joint Committee on Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture (ENRA).
It is anticipated that the process of assignments to committees will be complete by early March. At that time
the bill will be published on Legislature’s web site and the committee chairs will set the hearing dates for bills,
which must happen before the bill can come to the floor for a vote.
There are two other bills of interest, one of which is still on the House docket. The other has been published
on the Senate docket. They are both bills that seek to establish commissions to advise the legislature on
legislation to promote and protect pollinator habitat and forage. The bills are similar in that respect but differ
in the makeup and appointing of the commission members. Bill SD.589 – An Act to protect pollinator habitat,
has been published on the Senate docket and is available for viewing at:
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/190/SD589. The other bill is HD.644 – An Act to promote pollinator forage.
In summary, although there are at least three bills of interest on the House and Senate dockets, the 190 th
Court is still in the process of assigning bills to committees. When the bills are assigned and formally
published they will all be available to view and download and we will post the links to them at that time.

By Clifford Youse, Plymouth County Beekeepers Association
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Message from Kim Skyrm, MA Chief Apiary Inspector

We are hearing about (and inspecting) a lot of dead outs this
season - It looks to be another heavy year of losses for MA
beekeepers! Given this, I wanted to send out a reminder about the
resources that we offer to provide support this time of year:
1.
Recently Lost Colony(ies) and Not Sure Why?: While our routine health
inspections are over for the season, we are still performing post mortem
analysis inspections for dead outs/winter losses. If you are interested, please
submit an online inspection
request:http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/agr/farm-products/apiary/mdarapiary-inspection-request-form.html or call 617-626-1801 and an inspector
will contact you to setup a visit.

2.
Want to Document Your Loss and/or Surviving Colony(ies)?: Are you
experiencing more fall/winter losses than last year? Or similar levels? Or
decreased levels? Please consider reporting it to the MA Hive Loss
Survey: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQN4wEBe0x3B6nKt1llqOTR5yCT6bCMhUsYIAISy20_rVHQ/viewform?c=0&w=1. This survey is a
fantastic way for us to not only document overall local honey bee health, but
also help us gauge the needs of beekeepers.
Kim Skyrm, Ph.D. Chief Apiary Inspector/Apiary Program Coordinator
Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR)
101 University Dr, Suite C4
Amherst, MA 01002
email: Kim.Skyrm@state.ma.us
office: 413-548-1905 fax: 413-548-1901 cell: 857-319-1020
Apiary Program Message Line: 617-626-1801
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SAVE THE DATE! Upcoming Events and Meetings
March 4th – All-Day Conference hosted by Worcester County Beekeepers Association. This event is FREE
to members; non-members may pay $10 to attend or may join the WCBA for $15
Time:
9am - 3:30pm
Place:
Quabbin Regional High School, 800 South Street, Barre, MA
Speakers: Dr. Tom Seeley, Cornell University
Dr. Dennis VanEnglesdorp, University of Maryland

March 17-18th – 2 Day Conference – Massachusetts Beekeepers Association – hosted by ECBA
This is a free event: all are welcome to attend. Pre-registration is encouraged. Details page 2-3.
Times:
3/17/17 – 6pm to 8pm and 3/18/17 – 8am-4pm
Place: Topsfield Fairgrounds, US Route 1 Topsfield, MA 01983
Speakers: Michele Colopy, Pollinator Stewardship Council
Peggy Garnes, OSBA Western Reserves Representative, EAS Director, Ohio
For additional details and updates go to https://www.massbee.org/events/spring-meeting/

April 4th – Ag Day On The Hill hosted by Massachusetts Farm Bureau
Time: 9:30am – 3pm
Place: Massachusetts State House, 24 Beacon St., Boston MA 02133
Contact: Susan Robinson at smrbus10@msn.com if you are available to help or for more info

June 17th – Mass Bee Field Day – DETAILS TO BE DETERMINED

August 12th – Board of Directors Meeting – DETAILS TO BE DETERMINED

October 28th – Board of Directors Meeting – DETAILS TO BE DETERMINED

November 11th – Mass Bee Fall Meeting – DETAILS TO BE DETERMINED

If you have an event you would like listed, please contact correspondingsecretary@massbee.org
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NOTICES
Ag Day on the Hill hosted by MA Farm Bureau
Notice by Susan Robinson
Every year, Mass Bee sends a small contingent of Beekeepers to deliver honey and
promote Beekeeping at the State House. We need 12- ½ pound cases of honey to
deliver to every legislator at the statehouse.
In the past it has been a burden on one or two beekeepers to provide all the honey
needed. So, for the past couple of years we have asked each county club to
provide honey for this event. We need 2 cases of 8 oz. jars of honey, (no
Label) from each County Club. (48-8oz. jars of honey.)
I will be at the Spring Meeting in Topsfield in March. I will be happy to accept any
honey at that time.
If anyone is available to help hand out Jars of Honey on Ag Day, please contact me
at smrbus10@msn.com with “Ag Day” in the subject line.
Thank You,
Susan Robinson, NCBA

To have your notice included in the next
newsletter, please contact
correspondingsecretary@massbee.org

“For so work the honey-bees,
Creatures that by a rule in nature teach,
The act of order to a peopled kingdom.”
-

- William Shakespeare, Henry V
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The Mass Bee Spring Meeting promises to be both exciting & educational! This 2 day event will
be held at the Topsfield Fairgrounds, 207 Boston Street, Topsfield MA 01983
SPEAKERS’ DINNER and talks by Glenn Card and Laura Sapienza-Grabski
Must RSVP by Monday, March 13th by emailing president@massbee.org
WHEN: Friday March 17th 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM
WHERE: Essex County Bee Building at the Topsfield Fairgrounds
MASS BEE SPRING MEETING with presentations by Michele Colopy, Peggy Garnes and Kim

Skyrm with a membership meeting and BOD meeting along with vendors and a silent auction.
WHEN: Saturday March 18th 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM
WHERE: Coolidge Hall at the Topsfield Fairgrounds
For additional details and updates go to https://www.massbee.org/events/spring-meeting/
Interested Vendors MUST BE REGISTERED and contact correspondingsecretary@massbee.org

_________________________________________
Massachusetts Beekeepers Association
2017 Spring Meeting Registration Form
NAME: ________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL: _______________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE: ______________________________________________________________________________________
BEEKEEPING CLUB: ___________________________________________________________________________
How Many Guests: ____________ How Many Lunches: _____________ Amount Included: _____________
*LUNCH is an additional fee of $10 FEE PER PERSON: Payment must be received by March 11th 2017
Mail this completed form to:
(with check)

MBA Treasurer
PO BOX 234, Halifax MA 02338

OR scan & email this completed form to: treasurer@massbee.org
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Massachusetts Beekeepers
Association Membership
Application
Application Date: ____________________________
Check #: ________ Amount: __________________
Membership Year: ____________________________
New: _____________ Renewal: _________________
All Memberships run from January 1st through December 31st in a given year.
NAME(S): ___________________________________________________________________________
ORGANIZATION: _____________________________________________________________________
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP TYPE: Individual
Family
Organization

$ 15.00 ____________
$ 20.00 ____________
$25.00 ____________

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL #1: __________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL #2: __________________________________________________________________________
PHONE: ____________________________________________________________________________
County Beekeeping Association: _______________________________________________________
Completed applications along with payment made out to the “MBA” should be mailed to:
MBA Memberships
PO BOX 234, Halifax, MA 02338
Applications may also be emailed to treasurer@massbee.org
This Membership Application can also be downloaded from our web site www.massbee.org
Annual membership dues are subject to change; please check our web site for current information.
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